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PARISH STAFF  

Pastor: Rev. Simione Volavola, M.S.C. 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Tony Ripp, M.S.C. 

Dir. of Religious Education: Donna Sciacca 

Parish Secretary: Rebecca Tirpok 

Finance Manager: Carolyn Marchese 

PARISH SPIRITUALITY 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am    

Mon - Thurs: 8:35am / Friday 9:00am 

Holy Days: 9:00am & 7:30pm        

 

CONFESSION: Saturdays 4:15pm - 4:45pm or call the 
parish office to schedule an appointment with a priest. 
 
REGISTER: Please register when you move into the parish. 
This is an opportunity to become acquainted with our faith 
community and to experience the joy of being part of the 
Church.  Only registered parishioners, in good standing, can 
receive a Certificate of Eligibility to act as a Godparent or 
sponsor. 

BAPTISMS: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered on 
the fourth Sunday of every month. Parents are encouraged 

to invite family members to the 10:30 Mass as the 
Sacrament of Baptism takes place immediately 
following the Mass. Parents and Godparents must 
attend an enrichment class approx. 1 month prior to 
the Baptism. You will need to call the Parish Office 
to register for this class. A Godparent must be a 

committed, practicing Catholic, and if from another parish, 
must provide a certificate of eligibility from their pastor. This 
certificate should be brought to the enrichment class. A 
Christian of other denominations may serve as a Godparent 
along with a practicing Catholic. 

MARRIAGE: Couples planning marriage are to contact the 
parish office & schedule a meeting with our 
wedding coordinator approx. 10-12 months in 
advance of the wedding. Shorter preparation 
periods must be approved by our Pastor. Couples 
will meet with several times with the Pastor 

throughout the preparation process. Couples are to attend a 
Pre-Cana program that is approved by our Pastor.  

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the rectory at any time 

for the Sacrament of the Sick. Also the Holy 
Eucharist will be brought to the sick and shut-ins 
upon request to the Parish Office.  We celebrate a 
Communal Anointing of the Sick in June, near the 
Feast of St. John the Baptist. 

Masses for the Week of May 8 - 15, 2017 

Morning Prayer in St. Joseph Chapel, Mon. – Fri. at 8:15am 

Monday, May 8 

8:35am (chapel) Pete Schulberger  

Tuesday, May 9 

8:35am (chapel) Gladys Proca (Bette, David, Diane) 

Wednesday, May 10 

8:35am (chapel) Maria Meier (Ron Meier) 

Thursday, May 11 

8:35am (chapel) Frances Herstine (Harold & Betty Rick) 

Friday, May 12 

9:00am (church) Elizabeth Petritsch (Loving Family) 

Saturday, May 13  

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

5:00pm (church) Mother’s Day Intentions                                                                                  

Sunday, May 14 – MOTHER’S DAY 

8:00am (church) Mother’s Day Intentions 

10:30am (church) Parishioners’ Mother’s Day Intentions 

 
Meetings for the week of May 8 - 15, 2017  

Mon. May 8: Conquest, 6:40pm – Parish Hall                   

Tues. May 9: Choir Practice, 7pm - Church 

Sat. May 13: Men of Faith, 8am – Marian Room 

Sun. May 14: Bible Study, 9:15am – Marian Room 

 
Weekly Mass Collection  

April 30, 2017  

Envelopes $ 5,539.00 
Parish Giving $317.50 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
SJB Cleaning Team for the week of May 8th is 

Team # 2: 
Joyce Melchiore, Peg Trouts, Jean Wurster, 

Terri DeVenuto 
 

Your parish Thanks You! 

 
Our Mass READINGS this week may 

be found in our  

JourneySongs Hymnal:   

SECTION 907 
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Gospel Reflections 
A Letter from  

Our Pastor, Father Simi 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

“I am the gate. 

Whoever enters through me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture.”                          

(John 10:10) 
 
         The readings from Sacred Scripture proclaimed 
at the Mass on this Fourth Sunday of Easter teach us 
about the powerful and marvelous works of our 
Crucified and Risen Lord.  
 In the first reading, we see our Lord being 
faithful in His love for His chosen people, the very same 
people who crucified Him. Our Lord does not disown 
them who rejected Him in the most violent manner 
possible.  
 Our Risen Lord returns to them in the persons 
of Peter and the other apostles and calls them to 
repentance. He calls to repentance those who reject 
Him. Our Lord, in the person of Peter does not 
condemn them but keeps returning to them, seeking 
always the salvation of their souls. 
 In the second reading, the same Peter 
continues to witness to the Person of the Crucified and 
Risen Lord by proclaiming to us that not only is our Lord 
present in the apostles, He is also truly present in us 
when we suffer patiently at the hands of those who 
reject Christ, reject the apostles, reject us. 
 The Crucified and Risen Lord continues then to 
suffer patiently and faithfully through us. This is the 
voice we hear and recognize within us, the voice of the 
Crucified and Risen Lord who continues to bear 
patiently the rejections, betrayals, and insults of us His 
sheep. 
 In the gospel, we are reminded of how the 
Crucified and Risen Christ continues to this day to 
shepherd us. He is our Pastor. He is our Guardian. He 
continues to pastor and guide us through His apostles 
and their successors, because He who is the 
Resurrection is always alive and fully alive in His 
chosen instruments, His chosen servants. 
 These servants that the Crucified and Risen 
Christ chose since Peter and the apostles and their 
successors to this day are fallen creatures who are 
themselves being pastured and guided by the one 
Pastor and Guide. It is to these chosen servants that 
the Crucified and Risen Lord remains alive. 
  It is for them also that our Lord is Gate. As 
Gate, all sheep enter the sheepfold for shelter, and 
leave the sheepfold for pasturing. In the time of our 
Lord, a shepherd used to lay himself down at the 
entrance of the enclosure through which sheep would 

be returned after grazing. Once all sheep were led into 
the enclosure, the shepherd literally becomes the gate 
that guards the sheep from thieves or wild animals. 
 Our clergy will always enjoy the patient suffering 
of our Lord who for them has become Gate, laying 
down His life for them, shedding His blood for them, 
becoming food for them, guarding them and raising 
them up to be Gate with Him also for the rest of the 
sheep. 
 Just as the Crucified and Risen Lord was faithful 
to the chief priests and scribes and His own chosen 
people who handed Him over to be crucified, patiently 
seeking their repentance, so does the same Lord do it 
for His apostles, and all the baptized. 
 This is marvelous to behold. The Crucified One 
seeks the repentance and salvation of those who crucify 
Him. This is the marvelous and powerful work of the 
Risen One. He is alive, fully alive in His mercy and 
faithfulness to the very ones who struggle to be faithful 
to Him. 
 Let us pray that we come to know more the 
comforting voice of the Shepherd, the life-giving 
embrace of the Gate!   

 Father Simi 

 

 
The Truth Will Set You Free 

In spite of this lofty goal that God offers us, we humans 
often prefer to go our own way rather than God’s. As a result 
of our sinful actions, our will has been weakened and our 
intellect clouded. As St. Paul says in Romans 7:18–19: 
 Of this I am certain, that no principle of good dwells in me, 
that is, in my natural self; praiseworthy intentions are always 
ready to hand, but I cannot find my way to the performance 
of them; it is not the good my will prefers, but the evil my 
will disapproves, that I find myself doing. 
 In spite of all our transgressions, God has not abandoned us. 
Flannery O’Connor, the noted Catholic author, wrote: “The 
world has, for all its horror, been found by God to be worth 
dying for.” Lovingly, our heavenly Father sends us his only 
begotten Son, not only to show us the way but also to 
provide us with the means to follow his path. By his words 
and actions, he teaches us how to overcome evil. He gives us 
his Church to guide us and show us the way. He makes 
himself present to us through the sacraments, especially in 
confession and in the Eucharist. We’re called to become 
Christlike. St. Paul expresses this very clearly when he writes: 
“until Christ is formed in you.” We become Christlike, 
however, only by carrying our own cross, as Jesus carried his. 
We all know how painful this is and how often we fail to 
carry it. We shouldn’t become discouraged, though, “for 
great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of 
the Lord endures forever”(Psalm 117). 
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      TEACH THE CHILDREN 

 

JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Knowing Jesus Through The Sense of Hearing 
 
Throughout John’s Gospel the Pharisees fail to 
accept Jesus’ ministry and teaching. They show 
themselves to be “robbers and thieves” because they 
try to lead the sheep without entering through the 
gate, Jesus. Through these metaphors, Jesus is 
telling his listeners that those who follow him and His 
way will find abundant life. He identifies himself both 
as the shepherd and the gate.  The sheep follow the 
Shepherd’s voice....steps to teaching your child 
how to “Listen for the Shepherd’s voice.”  
Explain to your kids that listening is as important as 
talking because it transforms prayer into the two-way 
communication needed for relationship; it’s the 
difference between writing mental letters to Jesus 
versus being “on the phone” with Him. 
 
Since God’s voice is usually not overly obvious, 
we need to provide guidance to our children on 
what to expect and what not to expect from 
listening in prayer: (A natural question for someone 
new to this is how long one should remain silent. 
There is no right answer, but kids need to understand 
it is more than two seconds). 

1. You probably will not hear God’s voice 

audibly. God’s voice in prayer tends to be in 

how He directs our thoughts during that quiet 

time. 

2. It’s completely natural to wonder whether those 

thoughts are coming from God or from yourself. 

It is continued prayer and listening that 

distinguish God’s voice from our own. 

3. God sometimes seems completely silent.  That 

doesn’t mean he isn’t there or that we should 

give up listening.  We have to rely on God’s 

timing and continue to pray. 

4. God doesn’t usually answer our questions with 

the final answer. For example, asking God, 

“What should I do with my life?” rarely results in 

a crystal clear message about the end-game 40 

years from now. God often holds our hand 

through baby steps rather than catapulting us to 

final answers. Listen for those next steps. 

 
 

Thank you Father Tony! Father told us his 

exciting story of how he came to our country as a 
young boy. Father also told us of his time in Papua 
New Guinea as a missionary. Father Tony spoke to 

our Upper School students. 
 

May School Calendar Reminders: 
Tues., May 9

th
 - MAY PROCESSION, 2pm 

Fri., May 12
th

- 
 
 Family Dodge Ball, 6:30pm 

Thurs., May 18
th

 – KLS Breakfast, 8:30am 
Fri., May 19

th
 – 8

th
 grade Retreat at Fatima House 

Wed., May 24
th

 – Field Day, 9am – 11:30am 
Thurs., May 25

th
 – ASCENSION THURSDAY, No  

                               School, Holy Day of Obligation 
Fri., May 26

th
 – No School 

Mon., May 29
th

 – No School, Memorial Day observed 
Wed., May 31

st
 – Pre-K Closing, 9am;  

                             8
th

 grade Graduation, 5:30pm 
Fri., June 2

nd
 – Mass 9am - Last Day of School, 11am 

 
School Headmaster: Mr. Michael J. Patterson 
Dir. of Institutional Advancement: Geoff Meyer 

Ph: 610-847-5523    
www.sjbottsville.org 

 
 

FATIMA HOUSE 

RETREAT CENTER 
Bedminster, PA 

 

 “A QUIET COUNTRY 

RETREAT” 
Daily Programs For Up to  

50 People 

Offering Private and Small  

Group Retreats 

Overnight Retreats Available for               

                                       Individuals & Small Groups 

 

Programs Open to Everyone 
Monday 7:30PM – Adoration & Prayers 

Wednesday 9:30AM – Adoration & Prayers 

3
rd

 Sunday 12PM – Adoration & Prayer for Vocations. 

 

1
st
 Saturdays 10AM 

Mass, Confession, Rosary & Lunch 
 

For more information or to volunteer at Fatima House, 

please call Joan Black at 215-536-3508 

http://www.sjbottsville.org/
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
CARNIVAL 2017 

June 7th – 10th 
  

 
Regular games + 2 Special games, 1 game 
features a Louis Vuitton.  

These bags are beautiful!!!!  
Coach, Kate Spade, Michael Kors, Tori Burch.   

Beer, wine, food available for purchase 
 (no outside food).   

Raffle baskets and lots of great door prizes.  
Any questions, buy tickets or to reserve a table call 

215-534-1970.  
 

After the game head outside & enjoy the music 

of “Groovitude.”  
 

Like us on Facebook @ 
St. John the Baptist Carnival 

 
Knights of Columbus 

Measure-Up Campaign A 

BIG SUCCESS 

For the past 37 years, the Knights of Columbus have 

raised more than $5.9 million throughout the state of 

Pennsylvania to assist people with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities and their families.  

The Knights of Columbus will be collecting before 

and after all Masses the weekend of May 20
th

 & 

21
st
.  Please give generously! 

The money raised in the campaign goes to local and 

state chapters of The Arc to providing PA citizens 

with disabilities support, guardianship services and 

advocacy for those financially unable to afford such 

care on their own.  

After campaign supply expenses, 75% of the money 

raised is returned to the local chapter of the Arc and 

25% remains with the PA of Arc for it’s State Capitol 

mission. 

 
The Catholic Charities Appeal is the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia’s single most important annual fundraising 
initiative and we’re counting on your support. This year, 
the Catholic Charities Appeal will be a channel of hope for 
tens of thousands of people through countless 
organizations and ministries in the Archdiocese, and a 
positive source for good in all facets of the Church in 
Philadelphia. We ask you to look deep in your heart and 
be as generous as you can to help us reach our $12.5 
million goal. So many people are counting on us. So we’re 
counting on you to give hope this year to those who need 
it the most. 

In the pew pockets in front of you, you will find the 
donation envelopes for our  

Parish 2017 Catholic Charities Appeal. 
 

AMPLIFYING THE CALL 
Where do priests come from? They are called by God, to 
be sure, but often that call begins as a whisper and may 
be difficult to hear amid the distractions of the 21st 
century. The mission of the Vocation Office for Diocesan 
Priesthood is to amplify that call and give every potential 
priest a chance to clearly hear God’s call and answer it. 
Vocations are vital to the life of the Church. In fact, there 
is no greater indicator of the future health of an 
Archdiocese than the number of young men acceding to 
the call to a priestly vocation. That’s one reason why your 
generous donation to this year’s Catholic Charities Appeal 
is so important. A portion of it will go to help support the 
work of Father Steve DeLacy, Director of the Vocation 
Office. 
If a charitable gift could ever be considered selfish, a gift 
to this year’s Catholic Charities Appeal to support 
vocations is certainly in the self-interest of every member 
of the faithful in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. In 
addition to fostering priestly vocations throughout the 
Archdiocese, the Vocation Office works closely with the 
thriving Newmann Centers at Temple and West Chester 
Universities and one that serves both Penn and Drexel. 
They are literally working to ensure the future of the 
Church. 
The number of recent Diocesan vocations is up, but 
we’re not where we need to be. We need about 30 new 
vocations per year, which would result in about 15 
ordinations annually. Achieving that would be, quite 
literally, a godsend to the Archdiocese. Your donation to 
this year’s Catholic Charities Appeal is critical. 

Friday June 9th 

during Carnival 
Doors open @ 5pm 

Bingo @ 6:30pm 
Tickets $25 in advance 

$30 at the door. 
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Please remember in your prayers 
our parishioners who are sick, 
homebound, in the hospital, under 
hospice or residential care.  

 
Susan Ackerman, Lillian Appleman,  

Larry Baker, Patricia Baker, Nancy Beans, John & Loretta 
Bodisch, Emmalee Bryan, Patti Bucci, Libby Chapman, 
Dorothy Cegielski, Anne Colyer, Charlene Cornell, Matthew 
Crance, Jim Crawford, Chrissy Davis, Joy Davis, Larry & 
Joanne Diehl, Terry Dunn, Arlene Eichlin, Bernice Fees, 
Charles Fees, Jr., John Finn, Joe Fite, Patricia Fite, Crystal 
Fleck, Sarah Fleck,Thomas Fleck, Claire Fratrik, Violet 
Freeh, Janet Galen, Patricia Gall, Kathi Gallegher, Kathleen 
Gaughan, Dylan Geroni, Kathy Geroni, Marie & Rosalyn 
Giardullo, Anna Giebler, Mary Halwski, Florence 
Hancharik, Bill Hejnor, Joyceann Heley, Charles Houston, 
Martha Juchnowicz,  Dotsy Keenan, Georgine Kocher, 
Ryan Leven, Kathy Lightkep, Sally Lindenmuth, Barbara 
Lavelle, Charles Lutcavage, Julia Maher, Loretta Malloy, 
Ray Malachowski, Jill Martindell, Adelaide McElderry, 
Bridget Julia McHugh, Anne McNichol, Emma Michael, 
Joseph Moore,  Nancy Moreno, Lorraine Mosolgo, Wanda 
Muth,  James O’Hanlon, Gary Palmer,  Joseph and Mary 
Victoria Pepkowski, Nicholas Powell, Gladys Proca, Don 

Raman, Mike Ramos, Rachael Rice, Betty Rick, Gregory 
Rickert, Joy & Teddy Rodman, Sandy Romaszewski, Sam 
Rothman, Frederick R. Rude, Dolly Rutherford, Zina 
Sauerwine, Andrew Schad, Lana Schell, Florence Schroker,  
Ginny Schulberger, Ronald Schultz,Sr., Frank & Joyce, Joe 
Shuman, Mary Jane Shuman, Gail Silveira, Baby Ella Stack, 
Carolyn Stahley, Shane Stroup Sean Thatcher, Baby 
William Patrick Thomas, Maddie Tomaszewski, Douglas 
Toner, Betty Ventresca, Diane Wesoski, Maryjane 
Whealton, Tamara Widmer, Edward Wismer, Baby Logan 
Yoder.  

 
             Fionna M. Boyle, Derek Brosius, Christopher Brune,  

Kyle Crossland,   
Casey de Lauretis, 

Steehly de Lauretis, 
Michael Froeder, A.J. 

Giovino, Aaron Given,  
Matthew Gumprecht, 
Bob Hankinson, Victor 

Hormilla, Stephen 
Lindmeier, Jason Litschauer, Cory Litzenberger, Dan 

O’Connor, Jonathan Pucci, Dusty Rhodes, Craig Russell, 
Don Valdez, Justin Walsh. 

Thank you for serving & protecting our freedoms 

 
 

May 13th & 14th – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

   
Extraordinary Minister 

 
Lector 

 
Altar Server 

 
Music 

Saturday 
5pm 

Darlene Bittenmaster 
Dorothy Cegielski 

Joe Cegielski 
Marion Wolf 

 

Helene Bell 
 

Andrew Hughes 
Hannah Hughes 

Patty Leidner 
Karen Parash 

Sunday 
8am 

Jackie Litzenberger 
Jim McHugh 

Kevin Murphy 
Ron Watson 

John Zdanowicz Maggie McArdle 
Grace McArdle 

Liz Torgerson 
Fred Furmaniak 

Sunday  
10:30am 

Joan Black 
Jim Black 

Phil Donahue 
Leona Russell 

Tony Luna Dakota Campbell 
Luke Luna 

Brickston Vinal 

Susan Middleton 
Karen Parash’s 

daughter  
 

 

 


