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The Roman Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist Parish

Administered by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
4050 Durham Road, Ottsville, PA 18942
Phone 610-847-5521 * Fax 610-847-5522 * www.stjohnsottsville.org

. _Thgfaﬁ_ébleof the Sower

f'." :
Matthew 13:1-9

Thank you for attending Mass with us today, we are glad you came!
Fr. Lucas and the parish family of St. John the Baptist

would like to welcome all our visitors and new members.
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Selvaraj Lucas, M.S.C.

Director of Religious Education: Mary Ann Corcoran
Parish Secretary: Rebecca Tirpok

Facilities Manager: Thomas Rimmer

Finance Manager/Bulletin/Website: Carolyn Marchese

MaAss TIMES

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30pm

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am

Mon- Fri: 9:00am (Thursday at old St. John’s Church)
Holy Days: 9:00am & 7:00pm

CONFESSION: Saturdays 4:00pm - 4:20pm or by appt.

Register in the Parish Please contact the Parish Office to
register when you move into our parish.

Certificates of Eligibility to act as Godparent or Sponsor
may be issued only to registered parishioners who have
been registered here at St. John the Baptist Parish at least
six months, are 16 yrs. and older, have received all their
Sacraments of Initiation, and are actively practicing their
faith in our parish. If married, your marriage must have
been witnessed and blessed by a Catholic Priest or have
special permission approved by the Archbishop. A person
who has left the Catholic Faith for any reason is not eligible
to be a sponsor and, therefore, we cannot issue a
Certificate of Eligibility.

BAPTISMS: The Sacrament of Baptism may be scheduled
") to take place on a Saturday at 10am or 11am; or on
* . a Sunday at 11:45am (immediately following the
.‘:ﬁ'_"": 10:30am Mass). Parents and at least one Godparent

< are to attend our Enrichment class prior to the
Baptism. You will need to call the Parish Office to register
for this class. Godparents must be committed, practicing
Catholics, over the age of 16, and if from another parish,
must provide a Certificate of Eligibility from their pastor. A
Christian of another denomination may serve as a Christian
Witness alongside a Catholic Godparent.

MARRIAGE: The Sacrament of Matrimony Mass may be
celebrated no later than 1pm on Saturdays. Couples
planning marriage are to contact the Parish Office &
schedule a meeting with our Pastor no later than 6
months in advance of the planned wedding date.

Couples are to attend a Pre-Cana program approved by our

Diocese.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
B Please call the Parish Office at any time to request a

visit from our Pastor for  Anointing of the Sick.

Communion will be brought to the sick and
homebound by our Pastor or one of our Communion Ministers
upon request. We celebrate a Communal Anointing of the Sick
in June, near the Feast of St. John the Baptist.

Mass Intentions

Week of July 13th— 19th, 2026
Monday: + Betty Wismer (Ed Wismer)
Tuesday: + Michael Moreni (Bernadette Strzelecki)
Wednesday: + Elizabeth & Jerry Petritsch

(Loving Family)

Thursday: + John Reidler (Loving Wife & Family)
Friday: + Helen Pepkowski (Family)

Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:30pm: Parishioners’ Intentions
Sunday 8am: + Michael Moreni (Tony & Janet Souza)
Sunday 10:30am: + Bill Saxton (Georgina Puente)

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon—Fri 9am-5pm

To plan a Baptism, Wedding, Funeral, private
Confession, please contact our Pastor, Fr. Selvaraj
Lucas, through the Parish Office.

WEEKLY MASS COLLECTIONS

June 28t - Envelopes $5,080 - E-Giving $1,756
July 5t - Envelopes $3,651 - E-Giving $1,853
Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY MINISTRY MEETINGS
Mon. Jul 13: Prayer Shawl - Marian Rm - 6:30pm
Wed. Jul 15: Flame of Love - Chapel - 8am
Wed. Jul 15: Walking Club - 6:45pm

Canal Trail at Tinicum Park - River Rd (Rte. 32) - Entrance next to Erwin-
Stover House; drive all the way to end for parking for Canal Trail

Sat. Jul 18: Walking Club - 9:30am
Lake Nockamixon at Marina

Efernal rest grant unto them, () Lond,
and let perpetual Hght shine npon
thim

Mty the souls of the faithful departed,
throngh the meney of God,
rest in peace.

Amen,

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE
OF THE SOUL OF MARY BURKE
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From Your Pastor-

In the Gospel of Matthew,
- Jesus reveals the mystery of
| the human heart. The Word
. of God is living and
powerful. Yet its fruitfulness
depends on the openness of the one who receives
it. The seed that falls on the path represents a
hardened heart.

When the Word is heard but not understood or
welcomed, it remains on the surface. The Word
is received with joy but there is no depth. When
difficulties arrive, when faith demands sacrifice,
enthusiasm fades. Without roots, without prayer,
reflection and perseverance, faith withers under
the heat of trial. The thorny ground reveals a
divided heart. The Word grows but so do the
thorns.

Anxiety about the future attachment to wealth,
desire for comfort - these choke the life of grace.
It is not open rebellion against God, but
distraction that suffocates spiritual fruit. Finally,
the good soil represents it allows the Word to
sink deep, to transform attitudes, choices, and
relationships.

What kind of soil am I today? The good news is
that soil can change. Hardened ground can be
broken by repentance. Stones can be removed
through discipline. Thorns can be uprooted by
detachment and trust. The Divine Sower never
stops sowing. His grace is always offered.

Lord Jesus, Divine Sower, soften the hardened
places of my heart. Remove what is shallow and
uproot what chokes your Word. Make me good
soil, ready to receive your grace and bear fruit for
your kingdom. Amen.

Yours in Jesus Christ,
Rev. S. Lucas, MSC
Pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish

PRAYERS TO ST. PEREGRINE

— Every Tuesday morning, following the 9am
\d Mass, we will be praying to St. Peregrine for

those who are suffering from cancer and other

diseases.

Please join us in praying for all who are suffering.

Holy Communion for the Sick & Homebound
Are you or a family member unable to attend
Mass and receive Holy Communion? If you'd like
to receive Holy Communion, please call the
Parish Office at 610-847-5521.

We will make arrangements to bring the Lord to you.

A PRAYER FOR PEACE

O Jesus! My Lord and My God! | trust in you, O Prince of Peace!
| pray that you will help all people of this world
to be united as one with You as Our Lord and Savior!

Jesus, | trust in You!

THIS WEEKEND’S 2N° COLLECTION

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
“WORKING ON THE MARGINS”

The bishops of the United States founded the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) to fight poverty by
empowering members of local communities, rather than by
offering top-down solutions. Using this approach, CCHD-funded
organizations identify the most pressing issues and develop
creative solutions that lead to lasting positive changes in the
community. They address poverty at its roots.

Your contribution to the CCHD collection helps to break
the cycle of poverty across the country and in your own
neighborhood, where 25% of your contribution remains to
support local antipoverty efforts.

Thank yow fev yewv genenesily.

PARISH SOCIAL THIS WEEKEND
PLEASE STOP BY!

This weekend we will have a
Parish Social after each Mass. All
are welcome to stay, enjoy
hospitality & get to know your church family.

We will be selling and taking orders for gift cards after all the
Masses this weekend. Please visit us in the Narthex to get
your order form and sign-up for program benefits!

Hope to see you all!
This weekend’s Social is sponsored by:

The Altar Servers Ministry
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FATIMA HOUSE - SUMMER RETREAT
- PLEASE JOIN US ON JULY 18, 2026
r 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM
“Fan into Flame the Gifts of God”
_ Donations accepted. Lunch provided.
We will discuss the gifts that the Holy Spirit
has given to us, deepen our relationship with
Christ, and discuss practical ways to use our
gifts in family life, parish ministry, work, and
service to others.
Call Joan at 215-795-2947 to reserve your place.
Please spread the word and bring a friend!

Join the
Cleaning Team!

This is 2 once per month commitment.

Qean Friends of The Cond’s Pantuy-
Boller Would you please consider
Jd | donating these items:
A 9 + Chunky soups * cream of mushroom soup
g coffee * tea * juice * snacks
m ramen noodles * whole tomatoes
condiments (ketchup, mustard, salad dressing, mayo)
laundry detergent * shampoo * bar soap * toothpaste

Giant or dollar store gift cards are also appreciated!
You will benefit our struggling families affected by the increased
prices of staples. We believe that with God's blessings and the help
of our community, we can show our support for those most in need.
Thank you for your loving generosity!

God bless, The Cord's Pantiuy Velunteens

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Father Lucas - Chairman

Ted Fahy — President

Peg Glancey - Moderator / Marie Burke - Secretary
Chris Grindrod, Laura Gumprecht, Nancy Kaczinski,
Stephen Katra, Jeanne Keller

Mike Kirk - Finance Council Representative
FINANCE COUNCIL

Father Lucas - Chairman

Mike Kirk - President/Moderator

Chris Hackley - Chief Financial Advisor / Mary Kosmin - Secretary
Jim McHugh, Mary Miller, Vince Morelli, Jerry Peters
Ted Fahy - Pastoral Council Representative

Carolyn Marchese - Finance Manager

. SJB GARDEN -
= CLuB NEwsS

Our team is looking for someone in our parish who
is very skilled at HARDSCAPING and who has the
availability to assist us with some issues in our water
fountain area garden. Please reach out to Jan
Meiser at 215-534-0064 and/or if you see a garden
member.

Our Garden Club will be WEEDING and meeting
on Thursday, 7/23 at 6:00pm. Please bring your
garden gloves accessories (if you have your
favorites - otherwise we have them) and your
amazing spirit of community and join us.
gardemi Ut riemd [

soul. Laskimg fervumand, te seeimg all!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
A4 Our Father Stommel Council #4545 meets
every 3 Monday at 7:30pm.
For information or to join, contact:
Grand Knight Mark Janik KofC4545@aol.com

Join the SJB Summer Book Club

We will be reading:
Think Hope: Maria Middleton's
Life of Unyielding Trust in God.

Meetings will be held once per month at9:15
AM in the St. Augustine room on Sundays
Jun 28t Jul 26%, Aug 30t.

All are welcome.

ihink hope

Please welconme
Bishop Cooke
as he celebrates the
Mass at 10:30 AM

on Sunday,

Augrust gnd
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NEXT WEEKEND!
Christmad in Guly
Sale starts July 18t
and ends July 26,
All proceeds will be
used for the
maintenance of our
Parish. We have a
wonderful supply of
gifts for you to
choose from. Your monetary donations are always
accepted and greatly appreciated. Thaunk you!

The Regina Academy
at St. John the Baptist

-/ We're looking for a dependable and skilled
: handyman to help maintain our small school

campus! If you're able to handle a variety of
tasks like minor repairs, basic plumbing, furniture assembly,
painting, and general upkeep, we'd love to hear from you. If
you're friendly, hardworking, and take pride in your work, you
could be a wonderful addition to our team. We offer flexible
hours that work on an as-needed basis. Feel free to reach out
to Claire Froman at 215-778-5310 or Office@rasjb.org if
you're interested. Thank you for considering becoming a
valued part of our school community!

LIKE TO WALK? Sk &

SJB has started a Walking Club that meets every
Wednesday at 6:45pm through November! We will
be walking at 4 different parks on a rotating basis.
We have added morning walks every Saturday at
the Marina at Lake Nockamixon starting at
9:30am. Want to prepare for the pilgrimage to
France, getin shape, or just get out and enjoy God’s
creation with friends? See the WEEKLY MINISTRY
MEETINGS on Pg.1 for this week’s location.

PLEASE JOIN US.
ALL ARE WELCOME.
Please consider a leaving a legacy to St. John
the Baptist Parish. A gift to SJB in your will

4" enables you to support the Church and makes
s  a difference in the lives of future generations.

Legacy
Fhank gou. God bless.

1CT CHALLENGE 202¢

IT TAKES ALL OF US 1

The ACT Challenge is a global 90-day virtual event that
raises awareness about the issue of human trafficking.

From May 1-July 30, participants walk, run, bike, swim, or
paddle to unlock sponsor and donor dollars for Worthwhile
Thrift's comprehensive programs for women, men, and youth
in the United States. No fundraising required!

The Act Challenge is free to join and open to all ages and
abilities.

Join the St John's Team! Sign up by going to
worthwhile.org/actchallenge. Our team name is SJB Parish
Ottsville. You can walk, bike, swim, run, etc. Logging miles is
easy on the website. Check it out!

We will have our parish walk on
Saturday morning, July 18th,
Details to follow.

Contact Laura at sjpbevangel@stjohnsottsville.org
Organized by the SJB Respect Life Committee

40™
ANNUAL
MSC GOLF
BENEFIT
FRIDAY,

SEPTEMBER
11™, 2026

2026 Catholic Women's Confcrence Registration

Bl Bead

IN AN ARTIFICIAL AGE

forms are
available in the

Narthex.
Fdl Saturday, October 24
8 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Czestochowa Shrine
.| Doylestown

Payment is due
upon submission

Keynotes: of the form.
Sister Anna Laura Karp, OP

Colleen Carroll Campbell The deadline for

sign-ups is Sunday,

July 19,

Full details & registration:
catholicwomensconference.org
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July 18" g 19t", 2026

Communion
Minister

The 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Altar Server

Music Ministry

SATURDAY Adam Crews Christina Crews | Siobhan & Amalia Crews Katie Minster
4:30PM Lynn & Gianna Gammello Christine Wimpenny Karen Parash
SUNDAY Nina Carlineo Marie Burke 3 Volunteers Needed Martin Elsner
S8AM Laura Gumprecht
Mary Kosmin
SUNDAY Wendy DeGroot Joan Black Elia, Fatu & Siri Logaivau Ordinary Time
10:30AM Leona Russell
Patty Salva
OUR SICK: f) PLEASE PRAY FOR... jj

Jessie Alfaro, Baby Conner & his Parents, Roger Bahnck Sr., John Becker, Wanda Bickel, Loretta Bodisch, Lillian
Buckley, Brent Camilleri, Eileen Carlineo, Katie Carty, Caleb Cerino, Steve & Patty Combs, Maria D'Angelo,
Barbara Docs, Marvin & Arlene Eichlin, Christie Feikel, Joe Fekete, Robert Ferrari, Marilyn Fitz, Betty Fleck,
Barney Fontenot, Ron Freeland, Gabriella Froehlich, Jean Furmaniak, Marie & Rosalyn Giardullo, Peg Glancey,
Emilio J. Gonzales, Kathy Hancharik, Dan Hauber, Sylvia Holznagel, Doreen lllis, Baby Isla Johnston, Sheila
Haney Kaisen, John Klinges, Mark Leidtke, Nate Leidtke, Ray Malachowski, Kimberly Markulec, Rosanne
McCarty, Xavier McDonald, Bridget McHugh, Joyce Melchiore, Ethan Meyers, Kay Mule, Helene Nastro, Dennis
O'Connell, Jeff Olimpo, Robert Parash, Erin Rogers Pickering, Mary Pucci, Janet Reidler, Thomas Rimmer,
Barbara Sabath, Adriana Salvucci, Lisa Saxton, Thomas Shepherd, Megan Slabicki, Bella Sosa, Tony Souza,
Joanne Stoney, Bernadette Strzelecki, Riley Telesco, Simon Tirpok, Fr. Joseph Tobias, MSC, Bambina Ventresca,
Helen Wall, Thomas Wardle, Danielle Watson, Ed Wismer

If you would like a prayer shawl for yourself or for someone you know, please call the Parish Office or email tojo@epix.net.
If someone no longer needs prayers, please advise the Parish Office so that we may keep the list up to date.

OUR TROOPS: ®= May God protect and watch over our troops =

Jamie Steven Ayuso, Fionna M. Boyle, Derek Brosius, Christopher Brune, Kyle Crossland, David Fisher, Anthony J. Fleck,
Joseph V. Fleck, Lane Charles Frankenfield, Michael Froeder, A.J. Giovino, Aaron Given, Michael Griffin, Matthew
Gumprecht, Bob Hankinson, Victor Hormilla, Aileen Lauer, Stephen Lindmeier, Dan O’Connor, McKenna Pason, Dusty
Rhodes, Kathryn Salva, Jack Salva, Anne Salva, Thomas Salva, Jared Scott, Steven Siegert, Kendall Smith

A Prayer for OUR FIRST RESPONDERS:

Lord, please watch over all the men & women who work as first responders. We pray for their safety and that they return
to their families at the end of each shift. We give thanks for their selfless service, compassion, and care for everyone. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

A Prayer for OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS:

Gianna Gammello, Natalie Nice, Violet Williams

Heavenly Father, we lift up all college students to You today. We ask that You surround them with Your protection, keep them
safe, guard their health and keep them strong and well. Protect their spiritual and emotional well-being as well. Keep them from
negative influences and temptation, and ground them in faith, wisdom, and Your word. Grant them the discernment to make wise
choices and the courage to flee evil. Please go where we cannot, give strength where we are weak, and bring them safely home.
May they feel Your presence and know Your love surrounding them each and every day. We trust in Your power to protect and
guide them. Amen.
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8% SHELLY

Q00002 FuNeEraL HoME INC.

b Family Owned and Operated

On-Site Crematory
PLUMSTEADVILLE WARRINGTON

215-766-8800 215-343-3040
Steven M. Shelly, Supervisor Frank L. Shelly, Supervisor

Gregory S. Shelly, Funeral Director
www.shellyfuneralhomes.com

¢

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOME VIEER

All Work Guaranteed Fully Licensed & Insured

i it 04

LINDA EMERSON Cell: 610.291.3841 | Office: 215.348.1700

Associate Broker | CRS, CDPE, RENE | Land & Farm Specialist .
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC LindaEmerson.com WWW-morga nwaterp rOOflng.Com

Build your business within the parish community!
Why Church Bulletin Advertising?

* Local, targeted community advertising * Goes home with parish families
* Constant presence of your business every week
« Ensures a strong link with your * Good source of referrals
customers by keeping your name in * Captive audience
front of them * Trusted source
* In print, online and interactive app * Affordable advertising

JOHN PATRICK

’ publishing company, inc.

Michele Barron * 484-300-2062 * mbarron@jppc.net

27 Richard Rd. ¢ Ivyland, PA 18974 « 800-333-3166 x154 ° Fax: 609-883-8821 - www.jppc.net

232 St. John the Baptist © Ottsville, PA (INSIDE) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net



DAVE'S SERVICE

TREE CARE
LAWN SERVICE

Firewood * Mulching
Stump Grinding,
Chipping & Removal

215-778-6110

Complete line of services for the
monument industry
ALL TYPES OF GRANITE & BRONZE

Engraving, custom etchings,
cemetery lettering & granite cleaning.

MONUMENTA;_ CRAFTS  SERVICING LEHIGH VALLEY SINCE 1979

LETTERING AND MONUMENT SERVICES OFFERED BY SOME FUNERAL HOMES &
& CEMETERIES CAN COST YOU MORE THAN DEALING DIRECTLY WITH US. I

84 Main St., Hellertown, PA 18055 Bus: 610-838-8251

davesservicestreelawn@yahoo.com

www.monumentalcrafts.net Fax: 610-838-6308

Bucks County
Nursery & Florist

RETAIL GARDEN CENTER/NURSERY

L FULL SERVICE FLORIST

) .~ GREENHOUSE/GIFT SHOPPE

b LANDSCAPE + HARDSCAPE

& "Route 412 & Gessner Road
4+ Kintnersville, PA 18930
% across from Palisades High School

%10-847-8146

Robert Hueston
Scholarship Fund

Benefiting student
parishioners attending
The Regina Academy at SJB
A non-profit endowment fund

roberthuestonfund.org

PO Box 363, Ottsville

PA 017595

WHW. bur](scount{nurseryandflonst .com
“WE SHOW YOUR LOVE TODAY IS EVERLASTING” Customerservice @ buc scountynuvsevyandﬂonst com

Traditional Funerals
On-Site Cremation Services gUSEESI%ARHSI\éIQSI\S]

Memorial Services
Graveside Ceremonies

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Basic and Full Service Cremation Options
Collaboration With Other Funeral Homes
Grief support
Preplanning

]effrey F. Gahman, Supervisor
606 Arch Street
Perkasie, Pennsylvania 18944
(215) 257-2144
suessfuneralhome.net

N
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0 PHO R \‘[:f
1 D ' R 2 DAIR - -
0 0 Auto Service Solution
i i 62-820 Call: 610-847-6006
i Patto Pe e, PA Cunninghamsautomotive.com
ASONRY - L i Robert W. Snyder
o ;7= il FUNERAL HOME Y.
| ) A\ D
|I|!e F'nd&' : $1500 OFF | 327 Taston Road & -
Fix Leaks! Any New Roof, | Riegelsville, PA 18077
— * il 610-749-2421
Mool ISl TOPSOIL:
! 1 erviny legelsvi
A”/ﬂ}\ P '_)_____________,: urisincel%ﬂ 45-443
— e i
ROYAL PRO: 20% OFF atholicmce
CONSTRUCTION E Any Roof, Chimney, i P anio
i Gutters, Masonry, !
ca" ER,C i Deck, Steps * Repairs ! — :
the Owner. : SENIORS+VETERANS ! ANDREW BEURY Rakowsky Dental, LLC
---------------------- o b | (610) 847-2433
30+ Years of Experiencg *(215) 962-5514 rakowskyfami|ydentistry_com
T enbeuryontiaaaasan | 7601 Easton Rd, Ottsville, PA

. 732-589-9967

www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated
Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured
20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA
232 St. John the Baptist ¢ Ottsville, PA (BACK)

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

NEW ROOFS | REPAIRS { SHINGLES & SIDING]ROOF COATING
$95%| $1000 OFF $395%
aslowas over 1,000 sq. ft. aslowas

$995%
Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

aslowas
15 YEAR GUARANTEE
FREE ESTIMATES atheo a 0

215.464.6425 il

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net




