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The Roman Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist Parish

Administered by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
4050 Durham Road, Ottsville, PA 18942
Phone 610-847-5521 * Fax 610-847-5522 * www.stjohnsottsville.org
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He sold all he had... ... fo buy the field.

Thank you for attending Mass with us today, we are glad you came!
Fr. Lucas and the parish family of St. John the Baptist

would like to welcome all our visitors and new members.
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Selvaraj Lucas, M.S.C.

Director of Religious Education: Mary Ann Corcoran
Parish Secretary: Rebecca Tirpok

Facilities Manager: Thomas Rimmer

Finance Manager/Bulletin/Website: Carolyn Marchese

MaAss TIMES

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30pm

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am

Mon- Fri: 9:00am (Thursday at old St. John’s Church)
Holy Days: 9:00am & 7:00pm

CONFESSION: Saturdays 4:00pm - 4:20pm or by appt.

Register in the Parish Please contact the Parish Office to
register when you move into our parish.

Certificates of Eligibility to act as Godparent or Sponsor
may be issued only to registered parishioners who have
been registered here at St. John the Baptist Parish at least
six months, are 16 yrs. and older, have received all their
Sacraments of Initiation, and are actively practicing their
faith in our parish. If married, your marriage must have
been witnessed and blessed by a Catholic Priest or have
special permission approved by the Archbishop. A person
who has left the Catholic Faith for any reason is not eligible
to be a sponsor and, therefore, we cannot issue a
Certificate of Eligibility.

BAPTISMS: The Sacrament of Baptism may be scheduled
_ to take place on a Saturday at 10am or 11am; or on
4 , a Sunday at 11:45am (immediately following the
U | 10:30am Mass). Parents and at least one Godparent
¢ are to attend our Enrichment class prior to the
Baptism. You will need to call the Parish Office to register
for this class. Godparents must be committed, practicing
Catholics, over the age of 16, and if from another parish,
must provide a Certificate of Eligibility from their pastor. A
Christian of another denomination may serve as a Christian
Witness alongside a Catholic Godparent.

MARRIAGE: The Sacrament of Matrimony Mass may be
celebrated no later than 1pm on Saturdays. Couples
planning marriage are to contact the Parish Office &
schedule a meeting with our Pastor no later than 6
months in advance of the planned wedding date.

Couples are to attend a Pre-Cana program approved by our

Diocese.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
B Please call the Parish Office at any time to request a

visit from our Pastor for  Anointing of the Sick.

Communion will be brought to the sick and
homebound by our Pastor or one of our Communion Ministers
upon request. We celebrate a Communal Anointing of the Sick
in June, near the Feast of St. John the Baptist.

Mass Intentions
Week of July 27th— August 24, 2026
Monday: + Helen Pepkowski (Family)
Tuesday: Intentions of Catherine Moreni
(Jim & Joan Black)
Wednesday: Intentions of Martha Morowitz
(Anita Colahan)

Thursday: + Bill Saxton (Georgina Puente)
Friday: + Michael Moreni (Jim & Joan Black)

Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:30pm: + Martha & Joseph Kocsis
(Loving Daughter & Family)
Sunday 8am: + Michael Moreni (Joan Beebe)
Sunday 10:30am: Parishioners’ Intentions

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

To plan a Baptism, Wedding, Funeral, private
Confession, please contact our Pastor, Fr. Selvaraj
Lucas, through the Parish Office.

WEEKLY MASS COLLECTIONS
July 19th - Envelopes $3,258 - E-Giving $1,680

Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY MINISTRY MEETINGS
Sun. Jul 26: Summer Book Club
St. Augustine Rm - 9:15am
Wed. Jul 29: Flame of Love - Chapel - 8am
Wed. Jul 29: Walking Club - 6:45pm
Lake Nockamixon at Marina
Sat. Aug 01: Walking Club - 9:30am
Lake Nockamixon at Marina

This weekend our Second Collection is for the

MissION COOPERATIVE PLAN

Please pray and help support the Redemptorists in the
East who bring the Gospel message of Jesus and serve
the poor and needy in the mission land of Belarus. Please
pray for the work of this Missionary Group and please
provide as you are able.
“The funds collected this year will be used to support the
building of the pastoral center in Togliatti and Minsk. We
have already been working in the former Soviet Union for
39 years. We are happy that we have many young people
in our parishes, which gives us hope for the future.”
Sponsored by The Penligical Missien Gecielies
who support the Church in Mission Dioceses
until they are self-sufficient.
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From Your Pastor-

Very often, we come before
God with a list of requests:
| health, success, peace in our
. families, and security for the
future. While these requests
are valid, today’s readings challenge us to look
deeper. What do we truly desire? What is our
heart’s priority?

In the first reading, God says to Solomon, “Ask
what I should give you.” Imagine hearing these
words ourselves. What would we ask for?
Wealth? Stability? Latest gadget? But Solomon
asked for something different, an understanding
mind. He knew he cannot lead or live well
without God’s wisdom. His request shows us that
true greatness begins with humility and complete
dependence on God.

In the Second Reading, St. Paul reminds us that
God is present in every circumstance of our life:
Although he does not promise a life free from
pain, he promises us his faithful presence. Hence,
our wounds, disappointments, and silent cries are
not a waste. In and through our sufferings, God
shapes us into our truer self. Even in our tears, He
is quietly weaving our brokenness into a larger,
divine purpose.

In the Gospel, Jesus compares the Kingdom to a
hidden treasure and a priceless pearl. The
Kingdom of God is not forced upon us; it is to be
discovered. Our painful sacrifices lead to the
gaining of the precious treasure, as St. Paul in
Philippines 3; 7-8 considers everything as a loss
compared. In finding Him, we discover our
greatest treasure.

Lord, give us wisdom and understanding hearts
and teach us to choose You above all. Amen.

Yours in Jesus Christ,
Rev. S. Lucas, MSC
Pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish

JULY 26™, 2026 — THE 17™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PRAYERS TO ST. PEREGRINE

Every Tuesday morning, following the 9am
\d Mass, we will be praying to St. Peregrine for
those who are suffering from cancer and other
‘ diseases.

Please join us in praying for all who are suffering.

Holy Communion for the Sick & Homebound
Are you or a family member unable to attend
Mass and receive Holy Communion? If you'd like
to receive Holy Communion, please call the
Parish Office at 610-847-5521.

We will make arrangements to bring the Lord to you.

A PRAYER FOR PEACE

O Jesus! My Lord and My God! | trust in you, O Prince of Peace!
| pray that you will help all people of this world
to be united as one with You as Our Lord and Savior!

Jesus, | trust in You!

Please
welcome
Bishop
Cooke
as he
celebrates
Mass at
10:30 AM
on Sunday,
August 2",

After Mass there will be a small reception held
in the Narthex in honor of Bishop Cooke's visit.

Let's continue the
celebration!  America
turned 250 years old,
and as part of the
consecration of the US
to the Sacred Heart of
‘ Jesus, the USCCB
has asked that we commit 250 Works of Mercy. These could
include praying for a loved one, visiting or bringing Eucharist
to a shut-in, or helping a neighbor with yard work. The works
of mercy are endless!
See the poster in the Narthex for more information
and add your Works of Mercy to our list!
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THIS WEEKEND!
Clvuistmay. inv Gy
Sale ends July 26th.

All proceeds will be used
for the maintenance of
our Parish. We have a
wonderful supply of gifts
for you to choose from.
Your monetary donation
is always accepted and
greatly appreciated.

FATIMA HOUSE RETREAT CENTER
“A Quiet Country Retreat”

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR MORE PRAYER IN
YOUR LIFE? JOIN US AT FATIMA HOUSE

On Mondays at 7 PM and Wednesdays at 10 AM we
have an Hour of Adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament. We pray the “Liturgy of the Hours”, the
Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. No
experience necessary!

DAILY AND OVERNIGHT RETREATS

FOR PRAYER REQUESTS & INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL JOAN BLACK AT 215-795-2947

Join the
Cleaning Team!

Wk. of July 26"
TEAM 3

This is a once per month commitment.

Qeav Friends of The Lernd’s Pantuy~
Kol ® Would you please consider

J | donating these items:
o 9 Chunky soups * cream of mushroom soup
W coffee * tea * juice * snacks
e ramen noodles * whole tomatoes
condiments (ketchup, mustard, salad dressing, mayo)
laundry detergent * shampoo * bar soap * toothpaste

Giant or dollar store gift cards are also appreciated!
You will benefit our struggling families affected by the increased
prices of staples. We believe that with God’s blessings and the help
of our community, we can show our support for those most in need.
Thank you for your loving generosity!

God bleas, The Cord's Pantiuy Velunteens

GOD’S BLESSINGS
| ON THE BAPTISM OF
— HARRISON JOZEF
S
L REDMOND

BAPTIZED ON JULY 11™, 2026

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Father Lucas - Chairman

Ted Fahy — President

Peg Glancey - Moderator / Marie Burke - Secretary
Chris Grindrod, Laura Gumprecht, Nancy Kaczinski,
Stephen Katra, Jeanne Keller

Mike Kirk - Finance Council Representative
FINANCE COUNCIL

Father Lucas - Chairman

Mike Kirk - President/Moderator

Chris Hackley - Chief Financial Advisor / Mary Kosmin - Secretary
Jim McHugh, Mary Miller, Vince Morelli, Jerry Peters
Ted Fahy - Pastoral Council Representative

Carolyn Marchese - Finance Manager

SJB GARDEN CLUB NEwWS
Our team is looking for someone in our parish who
is very skilled at HARDSCAPING and who has the
availability to assist us with some issues in our water
fountain area garden. Please reach out to Jan
Meiser at 215-534-0064 and/or if you see a garden
member.

souk. LesRimg fevurard te seeimg all)

Join the SJB Summer Book Club.

We will be reading:

Think Hope: Maria Middleton's
Life of Unyielding Trust in God.

Meetings will be held once per month at
9:15 AM in the St. Augustine room on
Sundays Jun 28, Jul 26th, Aug 30t

All are welcome!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
4 Our Father Stommel Council #4545 meets
every 31 Monday at 7:30pm.
For information or to join, contact:
Grand Knight Mark Janik KofC4545@aol.com

thjnk hepe
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PARISH RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION PROGRAM

P.R.E.P.
= NEWS

Religion Classes for children who attend public school or
non-Catholic private school will begin for the 2026-27
year on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 141 Classes will meet
from 6:15 P.M. to 7:45 P.M. every Monday. Registration
Forms and Calendar are being mailed this week to
families with returning students.
New families and families with a new student
should contact the Parish Religious Education
Office by email: prep@stjohnsottsville.org
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Please consider a leaving a legacy to St. John
the Baptist Parish. A gift to SJB in your will
%" enables you to support the Church and makes
ww a difference in the lives of future generations.
Legey Fhank you. God bless.

Pl
L

The Regina Academy
at St. John the Baptist

.) We're looking for a dependable and skilled
= handyman to help maintain our small school

campus! If you're able to handle a variety of
tasks like minor repairs, basic plumbing, furniture assembly,
painting, and general upkeep, we'd love to hear from you. If
you're friendly, hardworking, and take pride in your work, you
could be a wonderful addition to our team. We offer flexible
hours that work on an as-needed basis. Feel free to reach out
to Claire Froman at 215-778-5310 or Office@rasjb.org if
you're interested. Thank you for considering becoming a
valued part of our school community!

40™ ANNUAL
MSC GOLF
BENEFIT
FRIDAY,

SEPTEMBER 1 1™,
2026

At Whitetail Golf Club in Bath, PA - 10:00 AM Shotgun Start

SAVE THE DATE!

11th ANNUAL PADRE PIO FESTIVAL

St. Bede the Venerable Parish
1071 Holland Road, Holland, PA

Saturday, and Sunday,

September 26 & 27, 2026
Display and Veneration of Holy Relics of
Padre Pio all weekend
Sunday Sept. 27:

Festival Mass at 11:30am
(Celebrant/Homilist Most Rev. Keith Chylinski)
12:30pm Street Procession followed by 1:30pm

Healing Service and Blessing with Relics
Padrepiofestival.org

K % LIKE TO WALK?

SJB has started a Walking Club that meets every
Wednesday at 6:45pm through November! We will
be walking at 4 different parks on a rotating basis.
We have added morning walks every Saturday at
the Marina at Lake Nockamixon starting at
9:30am. Want to prepare for the pilgrimage to
France, get in shape, or just get out and enjoy God’s
creation with friends? See the WEEKLY MINISTRY
MEETINGS on Pg.1 for this week’s location.

PLEASE JOIN US.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

BT

(,g;

Select Thtanational

PILGRIMAGE TOURS & CRUISES

26RSI10FRMS
including Pans, Lisieux. Normandy Beaches,
Mont Saint-Michel, and Lourdes

with Fr. Selva Lucas MSC

12 Days October2-13,2026

For more information:
https://selectinternationaltours.com/fr-selva-lucas-msc/
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August 15t & 2" 2026 The 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Altar Server Music Ministry
Minister
SATURDAY Lynn & Gianna Gammello Joan Black 3 Volunteers Needed Patty Leidner
4:30PM Dave Slifer
SUNDAY Jackie Butler Marie Burke Alaina Butler Ordinary Time
8AM Nina Carlineo 2 Volunteers Needed
Renee Moyer
SUNDAY Joan Beebe Ward Van Haute Nicholas Antonelli Echoes of Christ
10:30AM Samantha Campbell Alaina Butler
Patty Salva Alice & Rita Elsner

John Minster
Hezekiah Van Haute

OUR SICK: O PLEASE PRAY FOR...

Jessie Alfaro, Baby Conner & his Parents, Roger Bahnck Sr., John Becker, Wanda Bickel, Loretta Bodisch, Lillian
Buckley, Brent Camilleri, Eileen Carlineo, Katie Carty, Caleb Cerino, Steve & Patty Combs, Maria D'Angelo,
Barbara Docs, Marvin & Arlene Eichlin, Christie Feikel, Joe Fekete, Robert Ferrari, Marilyn Fitz, Betty Fleck,
Barney Fontenot, Ron Freeland, Gabriella Froehlich, Jean Furmaniak, Marie & Rosalyn Giardullo, Peg Glancey,
Emilio J. Gonzales, Kathy Hancharik, Dan Hauber, Sylvia Holznagel, Doreen lllis, Baby Isla Johnston, Sheila
Haney Kaisen, John Klinges, Mark Leidtke, Nate Leidtke, Ray Malachowski, Kimberly Markulec, Rosanne
McCarty, Xavier McDonald, Bridget McHugh, Joyce Melchiore, Ethan Meyers, Kay Mule, Helene Nastro, Dennis
O'Connell, Jeff Olimpo, Robert Parash, Erin Rogers Pickering, Mary Pucci, Janet Reidler, Thomas Rimmer,
Barbara Sabath, Adriana Salvucci, Lisa Saxton, Thomas Shepherd, Megan Slabicki, Bella Sosa, Tony Souza,
Joanne Stoney, Bernadette Strzelecki, Riley Telesco, Simon Tirpok, Fr. Joseph Tobias, MSC, Bambina Ventresca,
Helen Wall, Thomas Wardle, Danielle Watson, Ed Wismer

If you would like a prayer shawl for yourself or for someone you know, please call the Parish Office or email tojo@epix.net.
If someone no longer needs prayers, please advise the Parish Office so that we may keep the list up to date.

OUR TROOPS: ®= May God protect and watch over our troops %=

Jamie Steven Ayuso, Fionna M. Boyle, Derek Brosius, Christopher Brune, Kyle Crossland, David Fisher, Anthony J. Fleck,
Joseph V. Fleck, Lane Charles Frankenfield, Michael Froeder, A.J. Giovino, Aaron Given, Michael Griffin, Matthew
Gumprecht, Bob Hankinson, Victor Hormilla, Aileen Lauer, Stephen Lindmeier, Dan O’Connor, McKenna Pason, Dusty
Rhodes, Kathryn Salva, Jack Salva, Anne Salva, Thomas Salva, Jared Scott, Steven Siegert, Kendall Smith

A Prayer for OUR FIRST RESPONDERS:

Lord, please watch over all the men & women who work as first responders. We pray for their safety and that they return
to their families at the end of each shift. We give thanks for their selfless service, compassion, and care for everyone. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

A Prayer for OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS:

Gianna Gammello, Natalie Nice, Violet Williams

Heavenly Father, we lift up all college students to You today. We ask that You surround them with Your protection, keep them
safe, guard their health and keep them strong and well. Protect their spiritual and emotional well-being as well. Keep them from
negative influences and temptation, and ground them in faith, wisdom, and Your word. Grant them the discernment to make wise
choices and the courage to flee evil. Please go where we cannot, give strength where we are weak, and bring them safely home.
May they feel Your presence and know Your love surrounding them each and every day. We trust in Your power to protect and
guide them. Amen.
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Do  FuNERAL HoME INC.

Family Owned and Operated
On-Site Crematory
PLUMSTEADVILLE WARRINGTON

215-766-8800 215-343-3040
Steven M. Shelly, Supervisor Frank L. Shelly, Supervisor

i@ SHELLY

Gregory S. Shelly, Funeral Director - ” e
www.shellyfuneralhomes.com 12 4 Surveying Creater Bucks County for over 40 years!

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVIGES

All Work Guaranteed Fully Licensed & Insured

lML.iND/A’]\/lEN Cell: 610.291.3841 | Office: 215.348.1700 21 5-639—8500

Associate Broker | CRS, CDPE, RENE | Land & Farm Specialist wWwWw morga nwaterp rOOfi n g com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Build your business within the parish community!
Why Church Bulletin Advertising?

* Local, targeted community advertising * Goes home with parish families
* Constant presence of your business every week
« Ensures a strong link with your * Good source of referrals
customers by keeping your name in * Captive audience
front of them * Trusted source
* In print, online and interactive app * Affordable advertising

JOHN PATRICK

’ publishing company, inc.

Michele Barron * 484-300-2062 * mbarron@jppc.net

27 Richard Rd. ¢ Ivyland, PA 18974 « 800-333-3166 x154 ° Fax: 609-883-8821 - www.jppc.net

232 St. John the Baptist © Ottsville, PA (INSIDE) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net



DAVE'S SERVICE

TREE CARE
LAWN SERVICE

Firewood * Mulching
Stump Grinding,
Chipping & Removal

215-778-6110

Complete line of services for the
monument industry
ALL TYPES OF GRANITE & BRONZE

Engraving, custom etchings,
cemetery lettering & granite cleaning.

MONUMENTA;_ CRAFTS  SERVICING LEHIGH VALLEY SINCE 1979

O
LETTERING AND MONUMENT SERVICES OFFERED BY SOME FUNERAL HOMES &
& CEMETERIES CAN COST YOU MORE THAN DEALING DIRECTLY WITH US. v

84 Main St., Hellertown, PA 18055 Bus: 610-838-8251

davesservicestreelawn@yahoo.com

www.monumentalcrafts.net Fax: 610-838-6308

Bucks County
Nursery & Florist

RETAIL GARDEN CENTER/NURSERY
FULL SERVICE FLORIST

":-'f GREENHOUSE/GIFT SHOPPE
A LANDSCAPE + HARDSCAPE

"Route 412 & Gessner Road
» Kintnersville, PA 18930
5% across from Palisades High School

%610-847-8146

Robert Hueston
Scholarship Fund

Benefiting student
parishioners attending
The Regina Academy at SJB
A non-profit endowment fund

roberthuestonfund.org

PO Box 363, Ottsville

PA 017595

WHW. buckscount{nurseryandflonst .com
“WE SHOW YOUR LOVE TODAY IS EVERLASTING” Customerservice @ buc scountynuvsevyandﬂonst com

Traditional Funerals
On-Site Cremation Services gUSEESI%ARHSI\éIQSI\S]

Memorial Services
Graveside Ceremonies

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY

Basic and Full Service Cremation Options
Collaboration With Other Funeral Homes
Grief support
Preplanning

]effrey F. Gahman, Supervisor
606 Arch Street
Perkasie, Pennsylvania 18944
(215) 257-2144
suessfuneralhome.net

2, %@ay for Peace
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& UP .0 RY REPAIF o Sr"
Quality Craftsma b Your Locally Owned
0 0 Auto Service Solution
i i 62-82( Call: 610-847-6006
i Patto Pe P Cunninghamsautomeotive.com
ASONRY -~ L i Robert W. Snyder
, 2n7220nsenneaooooo| FUNERAL HOME =
! . A\(=
“.’e F'nd&' i $1 500 OFF | 327 Easton Road 4 -
Fix Leaks! Any New Roof, | Riegelsville, PA 18077
=~ N * T 610-749-2421
i Chimney, Deck Amy L. Snyder, F.D. OPSOI &
2 i Replacement | Serving the Riegelsville
A’/}V,,\ o '_)_____________,' urisincel%ﬂ 495-443
A" T : —
ROYAL PRO: 20% OFF : atholicma
CONSTRUCTION | AnyRoof, Chimney, Da anio
i Gutters, Masonry, N\
ca" ERIC i Deck, Steps * Repairs AND
the Owner. | SENIORS - VETERANS | ‘W BEURY | Rakowsky Dental, LLC
"""""""""""" o e by b | (610) 847-2433
30+ Years of Experience * (215) 962-5514 rakowskyfamilydentistry com
a"d’:::,‘:‘;:,’g:::;‘;:;i‘,’;it@;:;';‘;;,°°'" 7601 Easton Rd, Ottsville, PA

. 732-589-9967

www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated
Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured
20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA
232 St. John the Baptist ¢ Ottsville, PA (BACK)

YOUR PARISH ROOFER |

NEW ROOFS | REPAIRS { SHINGLES & SIDING]ROOF COATING
$95%| $1000 OFF $395%
aslowas over 1,000 sq. ft. aslowas

$995%
Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

aslowas
15 YEAR GUARANTEE
FREE ESTIMATES

215.464.6425 gers
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