MAY 17,2026 — THE 7™ SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Roman Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist Parish

Administered by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
4050 Durham Road, Ottsville, PA 18942
Phone 610-847-5521 * Fax 610-847-5522 * www.stjohnsottsville.org

JESUS PR

FOR US

“Holy Father, keep them
in your name that you have

:

given me, so that they may »‘
=

©

be one just as we are one.”
John 17:11

I CAME FROM YO
AND HAVE COME
INTO THE WORLD;
NOW I AM LEAVING
THE WORLD AND
GOING TO YOU,
John 17:11

VR :‘ -‘ S AN ‘ 3

FHAT TH ALSC 15, 50 THAT THE WORLD
MAY BELIEV H: U HAVE SENT ME.

Thank you for attending Mass with us today, we are glad you came!
Fr. Lucas and the parish family of St. John the Baptist

would like to welcome all our visitors and new members.



MAY 17™,2026 — THE 7" SUNDAY OF EASTER

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Selvaraj Lucas, M.S.C.

Director of Religious Education: Mary Ann Corcoran
Parish Secretary: Rebecca Tirpok

Facilities Manager: Thomas Rimmer

Finance Manager/Bulletin/Website: Carolyn Marchese

MaAss TIMES

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30pm

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am

Mon- Fri: 9:00am (Thursday at old St. John’s Church)
Holy Days: 9:00am & 7:00pm

CONFESSION: Saturdays 4:00pm - 4:20pm or by appt.

Register in the Parish Please contact the Parish Office to
register when you move into our parish.

Certificates of Eligibility to act as Godparent or Sponsor
may be issued only to registered parishioners who have
been registered here at St. John the Baptist Parish at least
six months, are 16 yrs. and older, have received all their
Sacraments of Initiation, and are actively practicing their
faith in our parish. If married, your marriage must have
been witnessed and blessed by a Catholic Priest or have
special permission approved by the Archbishop. A person
who has left the Catholic Faith for any reason is not eligible
to be a sponsor and, therefore, we cannot issue a
Certificate of Eligibility.

BAPTISMS: The Sacrament of Baptism may be scheduled
"5 to take place on a Saturday at 10am or 11am; or on
L | a Sunday at 11:45am (immediately following the

I | 10:30am Mass). Parents and at least one Godparent
are to attend our Enrichment class prior to the
Baptism. You will need to call the Parish Office to register
for this class. Godparents must be committed, practicing
Catholics, over the age of 16, and if from another parish,
must provide a Certificate of Eligibility from their pastor. A
Christian of another denomination may serve as a Christian
Witness alongside a Catholic Godparent.

MARRIAGE: The Sacrament of Matrimony Mass may be
celebrated no later than 1pm on Saturdays. Couples
planning marriage are to contact the Parish Office &
schedule a meeting with our Pastor no later than 6
months in advance of the planned wedding date.

Couples are to attend a Pre-Cana program approved by our

Diocese.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
B Please call the Parish Office at any time to request a

visit from our Pastor for  Anointing of the Sick.

Communion will be brought to the sick and
homebound by our Pastor or one of our Communion Ministers
upon request. We celebrate a Communal Anointing of the Sick
in June, near the Feast of St. John the Baptist.

Mass Intentions

Week of May 18th — May 24th, 2026
Monday: + Gerry Roy (Rachel Cormier)
Tuesday: + Helen Pepkowski (Family)
Wednesday: + Joseph Sabaliauskas

(Mike & Mary Kosmin)
Thursday: + Freeh-Johnson Family
(David & Mary Grace Tillotson)
Friday: + Marie Louzon (Georgina Puente)

Weekend Masses

Saturday 4:30pm: Parishioners’ Intentions
Sunday 8am: Parishioners’ Intentions
Sunday 10:30am: Parishioners’ Intentions

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Mon—Fri 9am-5pm

To plan a Baptism, Wedding, Funeral, private Confession,
please contact our Pastor, Fr. Selvaraj Lucas, through the
Parish Office.

WEEKLY MASS COLLECTIONS
May 10th - Envelopes $4,125 - E-Giving $1,679

Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY MINISTRY MEETINGS
Wed. May 20: Flame of Love - Chapel - 8am
Wed. May 20: Walking Club - 6:45pm
Lake Nockamixon at Marina

Nitty Gritty Garden Club

ALL PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED
TO A WEEDING PARTY

£

Date: Thursday May 28
Location: Church Grounds
Time: 6:00 pm

Bring your garden gloves. Get to meet The SJB
Garden Club members.

We look forward to seeing you!

Hamds te werk. Hearts. te Geod.
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From Your Pastor-

In today’s Gospel from Gospel of
- John (Jn 17:1-11a), we hear the
u beautiful prayer of Jesus before
His Passion. These are not just
words - they come from the heart of a loving
Savior. Jesus lifts His eyes to heaven and prays for
His disciples, those whom the Father entrusted to
Him.

What touches the heart most is this: in the very
moment when Jesus is about to suffer and die, He
is not thinking about Himself - He is thinking about
us. He prays for His people. He prays that we may
remain faithful, united, and protected in God’s
love.

Dear brothers and sisters, many times we feel
forgotten, burdened, or alone in our struggles. But
today’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus carries us in
His heart. Even now, He continues to pray for us.
Every tear we shed, every cross we carry, every
silent prayer we whisper - Jesus knows them all.

Jesus also speaks about eternal life: to know the
Father and the One whom He sent. Eternal life does
not begin only after death; it begins when we live
in friendship with God here and now - through
prayer, love, forgiveness, and faithfulness.

In a world filled with division and fear, Jesus calls
us to remain one in Him. Families become strong
when they pray together. Communities become
holy when they love and forgive one another. The
Church becomes alive when we keep our eyes
fixed on Christ.

Today, let us place our lives into the hands of Jesus.
He never abandons His flock. He walks with us,
prays for us, and leads us to the Father’s house.

May Blessed Virgin Mary help us remain faithful
to her Son and trust always in His loving care.
Amen.

Yours in Jesus Christ,
Rev. S. Lucas, MSC
Pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish
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PRAYERS TO ST. PEREGRINE

- Every Tuesday morning, following the 9am
\d Mass, we will be praying to St. Peregrine for
F those who are suffering from cancer and other

‘ | diseases.

Please join us in praying for all who are suffering.

Holy Communion for the Sick & Homebound
Are you or a family member unable to attend
Mass and receive Holy Communion? If you'd like
to receive Holy Communion, please call the
Parish Office at 610-847-5521.

We will make arrangements to bring the Lord to you.

A PRAYER FOR PEACE

O Jesus! My Lord and My God! | trust in you, O Prince of Peace!
| pray that you will help all people of this world
to be united as one with You as Our Lord and Savior!

Jesus, | trust in You!

Saint of the Week

Patron Saint of the

Impossible

Rita of Cascia, OSA (born Margherita Ferri Lotti; 1381 —
22 May 1457), was an ltalian Catholic widow and Augustinian nun.
After Rita's husband died, she joined a small community
of nuns who later became Augustinians. Therein, she was known
both for practicing mortification of the flesh and for the efficacy of
her prayers. Various miracles are attributed to her intercession,
and she is often portrayed with a bleeding wound on her forehead,
which is understood to indicate partial stigmata.

Pope Leo XlII canonized Rita on 24 May 1900. Her feast
day is celebrated on 22 May. At her canonization ceremony, she
was bestowed the title of "Patroness of Impossible Causes". In
many Catholic countries, Rita also came to be known as
the patroness of abuse victims, couples and marriage difficulties,
widows, and the sick. Her bodily remains lie in the Basilica of Santa
Rita of Cascia in Umbria.
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Join the
Cleaning Team!

Wk. of May 17"
TEAM 3

This is a once per month commitment.

Qean Friends of The Lord’s Pantny~
e ggo Would you please consider

XS donating these items:
&/ 9%  Chunky soups * cream of mushroom soup
Ma'y coffee * tea * juice * snacks
canned chicken/ham * whole tomatoes
condiments (ketchup, mustard, salad dressing, mayo)
laundry detergent * shampoo * bar soap * toothpaste

Giant or dollar store gift cards are also appreciated!
You will benefit our struggling families affected by the
increased prices of staples. We believe that with God's
blessings and the help of our community, we can show our
support for those most in need. Thank you for your loving
generosity! Ged bless, The €end’s Pantuy Volunteens

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Father Lucas - Chairman

Ted Fahy — President

Peg Glancey - Moderator / Marie Burke - Secretary
Chris Grindrod, Laura Gumprecht, Nancy Kaczinski,
Stephen Katra, Jeanne Keller

Mike Kirk - Finance Council Representative

FINANCE COUNCIL

Father Lucas - Chairman

Mike Kirk - President/Moderator

Chris Hackley - Chief Financial Advisor / Mary Kosmin - Secretary
Jim McHugh, Mary Miller, Vince Morelli, Jerry Peters

Ted Fahy - Pastoral Council Representative

Carolyn Marchese - Finance Manager

§\; .

Select fnlernationad

PILGRIMAGE TOURS & CRUISES

For more information:
https://selectinternationaltours.com/fr-selva-lucas-msc/

A Message from
The Regina Academy
at St. John the Baptist

Greetings from across campus,

What a grace-filled week we have experienced at the
Academy. On Wednesday, our entire school community
joined in a beautiful procession from the school to the church
in honor of our Blessed Mother. With devotional singing and
prayer, we crowned Mary and lifted our hearts in gratitude for
her maternal care and holiness.

The young women of the Academy continue to show a
special devotion to Our Lady. Our eighth-grade girls renewed
their consecration to the Blessed Mother, and our
seventh-grade girls, under the guidance of Mrs. Susan
Middleton, completed their own dedication and consecration.
It was a joy to witness their reverence and maturity as they
placed themselves under Mary’s mantle. We are deeply
proud of these young women and the faith they carry into the
next chapter of their lives.

As May marks the final month for our after-school clubs, the
children enjoyed their time in Lego Club, collaborating on
creative projects and building together under the direction of
our club leaders. Their enthusiasm and teamwork brought
great joy to the afternoons.

We are also grateful for the wonderful volunteers who made
Teacher Appreciation Week so special for our faculty. The
teachers were delighted by the beautifully decorated
classroom doors that reflected their personalities, the
stunning make-your-own flower bouquets that looked like
they came from a professional florist, and the delicious
luncheon that concluded the week. We are blessed by the
generosity of our parents and volunteers.

We are always happy to welcome new volunteers into the life
of the Academy. If you feel called to lend a hand in any way,
we would love to hear from you.

Wishing you a blessed and joyful week ahead.

Briaw Bulin, President
Regina Academy at St. John the Baptist

Please consider a leaving a legacy to St. John

the Baptist Parish. A gift to SJB in your will

NJEL"  enables you to support the Church and makes

L eglﬁcuﬁ a difference in the lives of future generations.
Jhank yeu. God bless.
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THE SEVEN SISTERS
APOSTOLATE

Dear Ladies of the Parish,
Sisters in Christ,

The Seven Sisters Apostolate is an international ministry whose
mission is to pray for individual priests in small groups of only
seven women. Each woman chooses a different day of the week
and offers one Holy Hour of prayer for the sole intention of a
specific priest. The Seven Sister may pray at any time on that day.

The Holy Hour is ideally prayed in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament - either in adoration or in front of the Tabernacle - but
not restricted to the parish of which the Seven Sister is a member.
If we are so blessed to have more than seven women, substitutes
could fill in if, for some reason, the assigned sister could not fulfill
her commitment which is for one year.

According to a commentary in CatholicPhilly.com posted February
12, 2026,

“Priests are central to the faith journey of every Catholic. They
baptize us into the family of God, extend God'’s infinite mercy to us
in the sacrament of reconciliation, and bring us to a personal
encounter with Christ in the celebration of the Eucharist.”

“Priests celebrate with us, console us, and commend our souls to
the Lord. They are pastoral and sacramental shepherds on our
pilgrimage of faith.”

Let us unite in prayer for Father Lucas, our pastor.

If you feel called by the Holy Spirit to this beautiful ministry or have
questions, please call Kathy Angello at 267-251-9513.

MANNA SUNDAY

CANNED Foob COLLECTION
TO SUPPORT THE LORD’S PANTRY

MAY 16™ & 17™

Kindly return your filled Manna Bag OR

2 Dbring in your own paper, plastic or reusable

g shopping bag(s) of canned goods this

_ weekend. You can drop the bags off in the
B S &8 Marian Room.

Canned food items in greatest need are beef stew, tuna fish, fruit,

vegetables, pasta, soup, and beans (red, black, pinto).

Thank yew v youw genenesily and kindness tlowands euwy
neighbow whe ave stuggling te teed theiv foumilies.

m LIKE TO WALK?

SJB has started a Walking Club that
meets every Wednesday at 6:45pm through November! We
will be walking at 4 different parks on a rotating basis. Want
to prepare for the pilgrimage to France, get in shape, or just
get out and enjoy God’s creation with friends? Join us! There
is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Please see the WEEKLY
MINISTRY MEETINGS on Pg.1 for this week'’s location.

FATIMA HOUSE RETREAT CENTER

“A Quiet Country Retreat”

Did you know that praying the rosary has changed the
course of history?

j Please join us on Monday evenings at 7:00 PM
g and Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM to Pray
L[ § the Rosary.

DAILY AND OVERNIGHT RETREATS

FOR PRAYER REQUESTS & INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL JOAN BLACK AT 215-795-2947

*' o T
_._-7:_-—-—-———__'—_———'—:'__‘_---.__,__4 F s
L' BINGONIGHTI =5
— Lt R gl L
-.s-rr/‘_\-" ————— 7. —
’ @ SAINT LAWRENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH | @

\ Join us for a night of food, fun & prizes! [——=
*

= .

FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2026

— 345 Elmwood Ln, Riegelsville, PA 18077 [—

* Doors Open at 6:00p / First Game Starts at 7:00p
* $25 Entry Fee per Person / $30 at the Door
* * 12 Games to Play / 3 Bingo Cards for each Game
# + * Additional Cards Available for Purchase
P

> @ “#. CASH PRIZES!  # %= 4

Lp:’ — e/ - Food for Purchase / BYOB " \
J | »* % 50/50 RAFFLE! * »+ » ., &
e —

3K — AUl Are Welcome! —
e v ey —

i el Secure your Spot Now!

Venmo Pat Johnsen with
Bingo in the Memo Line

Our Father Stommel Council #4545 meets every 3 Monday
at 7:30pm. For information or to join, contact:
Grand Knight Mark Janik KofC4545@aol.com
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May 23" & 24t 2026 Pentecost Sunday
Communion Altar Server Music Ministry
Minister
SATURDAY Weez Roney Jane Ferry Joel, Jacob & Joshua Anita Colahan
4:30PM Christine Wimpenny Roney Karen Parash
Kim Zampirri
SUNDAY Jim McHugh Marie Burke 3 Volunteers Needed Martin Elsner
S8AM Bea Romaszewski

Vanessa Williams

SUNDAY Frank Balbirer Patti Keyser Elia, Fatu & Siri Logaivau | Ordinary Time
10:30AM Joan Beebe
Patty Salva
OUR SICK: “@ PLEASE PRAY FOR... &

Jessie Alfaro, Baby Conner & his Parents, Roger Bahnck Sr., Robert Balbirer, John Becker, Wanda Bickel, Loretta
Bodisch, Lillian Buckley, Brent Camilleri, Eileen Carlineo, Katie Carty, Caleb Cerino, Steve & Patty Combs, Maria
D'Angelo, Barbara Docs, Marvin & Arlene Eichlin, Christie Feikel, Joe Fekete, Robert Ferrari, Betty Fleck, Barney
Fontenot, Ron Freeland, Gabriella Froehlich, Jean Furmaniak, Marie & Rosalyn Giardullo, Peg Glancey, Emilio
J. Gonzales, Kathy Hancharik, Dan Hauber, Sylvia Holznagel, Doreen lllis, Sheila Haney Kaisen, John Klinges,
Mark Leidtke, Nate Leidtke, Ray Malachowski, Kimberly Markulec, Rosanne McCarty, Xavier McDonald,
Bridget McHugh, Joyce Melchiore, Ethan Meyers, Kay Mule, Helene Nastro, Dennis O'Connell, Jeff Olimpo,
Mike Palmer, Robert Parash, Erin Rogers Pickering, Mary Pucci, Janet Reidler, Thomas Rimmer, Barbara
Sabath, Adriana Salvucci, Lisa Saxton, Thomas Shepherd, Megan Slabicki, Bella Sosa, Tony Souza, Bernadette
Strzelecki, Riley Telesco, Simon Tirpok, Fr. Joseph Tobias, MSC, Bambina Ventresca, Helen Wall, Thomas
Wardle, Danielle Watson, Ed Wismer

If you would like a prayer shawl for yourself or for someone you know, please call the Parish Office or email tojo@epix.net.
If someone no longer needs prayers, please advise the Parish Office so that we may keep the list up to date.

OUR TROOPS: 8 May God protect and watch over our troops %=

Jamie Steven Ayuso, Fionna M. Boyle, Derek Brosius, Christopher Brune, Kyle Crossland, David Fisher, Anthony J. Fleck,
Joseph V. Fleck, Lane Charles Frankenfield, Michael Froeder, A.J. Giovino, Aaron Given, Michael Griffin, Matthew
Gumprecht, Bob Hankinson, Victor Hormilla, Aileen Lauer, Stephen Lindmeier, Dan O’Connor, McKenna Pason, Dusty
Rhodes, Kathryn Salva, Jack Salva, Anne Salva, Thomas Salva, Jared Scott, Steven Siegert, Kendall Smith

A Prayer for OUR FIRST RESPONDERS:

Lord, please watch over all the men & women who work as first responders. We pray for their safety and that they return
to their families at the end of each shift. We give thanks for their selfless service, compassion, and care for everyone. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

A Prayer for OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS:

James Gammello, Gianna Gammello, Natalie Nice, Violet Williams

Heavenly Father, we lift up all college students to You today. We ask that You surround them with Your protection, keep them
safe, guard their health and keep them strong and well. Protect their spiritual and emotional well-being as well. Keep them from
negative influences and temptation, and ground them in faith, wisdom, and Your word. Grant them the discernment to make wise
choices and the courage to flee evil. Please go where we cannot, give strength where we are weak, and bring them safely home.
May they feel Your presence and know Your love surrounding them each and every day. We trust in Your power to protect and
guide them. Amen.
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"@ SHELLY

FuneraL HoMmE INC.

Family Owned and Operated
On-Site Crematory

o

PLUMSTEADVILLE
215-766-8800
Steven M. Shelly, Supervisor

Gregory S. Shelly,

WARRINGTON
215-343-3040
Frank L. Shelly, Supervisor

Funeral Director

www.shellyfuneralhomes.com

o,
WOLSHIP

WA U

. PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLE'
'- I

—l -I ”l' |

MALLORY’S United Together In The Fight Against
@ Bullying...Don't Just Teach Kindness...
ggj‘\fl\g&*ioﬂ BE KINDNESS! S
www.MallorysArmy.com pace
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org Avaﬂ ab] e

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

1 Message and data rates may apply.

BUILD III]I'T'
YOUR
COMMUNITY opidons I8 _—

-|- American Red Cross
Someone Meeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join &Jhy

redcross.org/Volunteer

Build your business within the parish community!

Why Church Bulletin

* Local, targeted community advertising
* Constant presence of your business
* Ensures a strong link with your

customers by keeping your name in
front of them

* In print, online and interactive app

Michele Barron * 484-300-2062 °

Advertising?

* Goes home with parish families
every week

* Good source of referrals
* Captive audience

* Trusted source

* Affordable advertising

/4

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

mbarron@jppc.net

27 Richard Rd. ¢ Ivyland, PA 18974 « 800-333-3166 x154 ° Fax: 609-883-8821 - www.jppc.net

232 St. John the Baptist © Ottsville, PA (INSIDE)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net




DAVE'S SERVICE

TREE CARE
LAWN SERVICE

Firewood * Mulching

Complete line of services for the
monument industry
ALL TYPES OF GRANITE ¢ BRONZE

Engraving, custom etchings,
cemetery lettering & granite cleaning.

MONUMENTAL CRAFTS  SERVICING LEHIGH VALLEY SINCE 1979

Bucks County
Nursery & Florist
RETAIL GARDEN CENTER/NURSERY
FULL SERVICE FLORIST

7 GREENHOUSEIGIFT SHOPPE
S5 LANDSCAPE+ HARDSCAPE

Robert Hueston
Scholarship Fund

Benefiting student
parishioners attending

Stump Grinding,
Chipping & Removal

215-778-6110

davesservicestreelawn@yahoo.com
PA017595

84 Main St., Hellertown, PA
www.monumentalcrafts.net

Ask #WHATS
I

MYNAME

in remembrance of émﬁéwm

STOP | ASK
ATCH | INFORM

SAMI .

[ ] A

We Find & Fix Leaks!

L
ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION

$1200 OFF | 20% OFF

1 ]
1 1
1 1
! Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, !
Any New Roof i Masonry Repair, SENIORS 1
1 1

», = Q
bonaedad &

0934200

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

215-639-8500

www.morganwaterproofing.com

Fully Licensed & Insured

O
LETTERING AND MONUMENT SERVICES OFFERED BY SOME FUNERAL HOMES |
& CEMETERIES CAN COST YOU MORE THAN DEALING DIRECTLY WITH US. &

“WE SHOW YOUR LOVE TODAY IS EVE

é RLASTING”

& Route 412 & Gessner Road
» Kintnersville, PA 18930

«# across from Palisades High School

%610-847-8146
www.buckscount{nurseryandflorist.com
Customerservice @ buckscountynurseryandflorist.com

The Regina Academy at SJB

A non-profit endowment fund
18055 Bus: 610-838-8251

Fax: 610-838-6308

roberthuestonfund.org
PO Box 363, Ottsville

Button
~Papper

e

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
& UPHOLSTERY REPAIR

ANDREW BEURY

: e e RakOWSkV Dental: LLC Quality Craftsmanship
e RACTING | (610)847-2433 personal Touch

30+ Years of Experience * (215) 962-5514
andrewbeurycontracting@yahoo.com
andrewbeurycontracting.com

Robert W. Snyder

215-262-8201

Michael Patton * Perkasie, PA

rakowskyfamilydentistry.com
7601 Easton Rd, Ottsville, PA

FUNERAL HOME
327 Easton Road
Riegelsville, PA 18077
610-749-2421 Your Locally Owned
Amy L. Snyder, F.D. Auto Service Solution | Residential & Commercial
Serving the Riegelsville | gal: 610-847-6006
area since 1951 Cunninghamsautometive.com | WWW.DIPALPAVE.COM

SPARKS

INBDUSTHRIES

TOPSOIL &MULCH
2 15-345.4481

catholicmatch’
Pennsylvania

FREE

DOWNLOAD!

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

NEW ROOFS | REPAIRS | SHINGLES & SIDING|ROOF COATING | [
$95%| $1000 OFF | $395% |
aslowas over 1,000 sq. ft. aslow as

$995%
Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

aslowas
15 YEAR GUARANTEE
FREE ESTIMATES CatholicMatch.com/

215.464.6425 datePA
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