
 Lidia Tubiello 

Friday, July 23rd, 1920 - Sunday, September 28th, 2025 

Lidia Tubiello, of Ottsville, passed away peacefully on Sunday, September 28, 2025, 
at her daughter’s home in Quakertown PA. She was 105 years old. Lidia was a 
beloved mom, grammy, sister, aunt, and friend. 

Born in Lucerne Mines, PA, Lidia was the daughter of the late Salvatore and 
Madalena (Gambucci) Pappafava. She graduated from Sewickley High School in 
Herminie, PA with the class of 1938. 

After high school, Lidia worked as a nanny and housekeeper in Pittsburgh, where she 
discovered her natural gift for cooking, a gift she generously shared with her family 
for generations. She married in 1940. During World War II, she served her country 
working as a welder on the home front for the American Bridge Company, which 
was a contribution she carried with a quiet pride. Known as a “Rosie the Riveter,” 
she worked on Landing Ship Tanks (LST’s), which proved to be crucial in the battle 
of Normandy. 

After her husband was drafted in 1944, Lidia moved in with her parents where she 
also assisted in the operation of the family’s country store. In 1946, she moved to 
Irvington NJ to care for her mother-in-law. After the war, her husband joined her, 
and they made a home there until 1955. In 1955 they purchased land in Bucks County 
PA and over time, built a neighborhood of new homes. 



Following the war, Lidia dedicated herself to her family as a homemaker. She had a 
special flair for cooking, baking, floral arrangements, and crafting specialty cakes 
eventually starting a business selling wedding cakes. After the passing of her husband 
in 1982, she worked outside the home as a sales associate for Thrift Drug and a 
Caregiver. In 1985 Lidia fulfilled her dream of retiring in Florida, where she joined 
card and dance clubs and enjoyed the company of old and new friends. In 2001, she 
returned to Bucks County and built a house in the same neighborhood where she had 
raised her family, cherishing the roots she had always valued. 

Lidia remained active in her later years, especially at the senior center, where she 
organized pinochle tournaments and continued to share her passion for cooking and 
baking. Above all, she was devoted to her growing family. She will be remembered 
for her quiet strength, generous spirit, and sense of humor. 

Lidia is survived by sons Ralph Tubiello and wife Lois, Samuel Tubiello and wife 
Susan, Paul Tubiello and wife Karen, daughters Loretta Tubiello-Harr, Lisette 
Tubiello and husband James Dietrich, Laurie Szilagyi and husband Richard. Lidia is 
also survived by 15 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband Frank Stefano Tubiello, son Frank Tubiello and wife Betty Ann, 
and son-in-law Jeffrey Harr, Loretta’s husband. 

Lidia’s Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, October 25, 2025, 11:00am at 
St. John the Baptist Church, Ottsville PA. The Family will receive friends at the 
church from 10:00am until the time of Mass begins. Interment will be private. . 

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to Boys Town 
https://www.boystown.org/ or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
https://www.stjude.org/ 


