
THE REVEREND ANTHONY J. RIPP, MSC 

THE REVEREND ANTHONY J. 
RIPP, MSC, a member of the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart 
passed away peacefully in his 
sleep on January 20, 2026 with 
two nurses by his side. He lived 
at Holy Family Senior Living, 
Bethlehem, PA for the last 
months of his life because of 
health issues. Throughout his last 
days, Fr. Tony was peaceful, 
accepting and without 
complaints. 
 
Fr. Tony was born in Dalj, 
Yugoslavia (now Croatia), on 
Sept. 6, 1941, to Mathias, now 
deceased, and Juliana (Feith) 
Ripp, also deceased. From 1948-

50, he attended school in Thundorf, Germany. In that same year, his family 
immigrated to the U.S.A. He completed his primary schooling at St. Henry’s in 
Philadelphia, PA, in 1955, the same year in which he became a USA citizen. In the 
fall of that year, he entered Sacred Heart Mission Seminary in Geneva, IL. – where 
Fr. Tony completed four years of secondary education and one year of college. In 
1960, he entered the novitiate in Youngstown, OH, making his first profession of 
vows in 1961. He continued his studies for the priesthood at Sacred Heart 
Seminary, Shelby, OH, professing perpetual vows in 1964. Fr. Tony was ordained a 
priest by Bishop Donovan, D.D., in Mansfield, OH, on Sept. 30, 1967. Following 
the completion of his studies in 1968, he was assigned to the mission in Papua 
New Guinea. He has been, at various times, parochial vicar and pastor in several 
locations. From 1973-79, he served as regional superior of the MSC in the 
Kavieng area. In 1984, he was asked to be catechist director for the diocese of 
Kavieng, building and then running the Catechetical Training Center at Fissoa.  
 



In June, 1992, after serving for 24 years in the missions, Fr. Tony returned to the 
USA for sabbatical study at Catholic Theological Union (CTU), Chicago, IL, 
focusing on spirituality. He also accepted the position of director of formation for 
MSC theology students studying at CTU. Fr. Tony was appointed superior of the 
Center Valley, PA community on July 1, 1995. In November of 1999, Fr. Tony was 
appointed parochial vicar of Holy Family Parish, Nazareth, PA. In October of 2002, 
Fr. Tony was assigned to St. Joseph Parish, Upland, CA as parochial vicar. In July 
2003, Fr. Tony returned to Holy Family Parish in Nazareth, PA. Shortly after his 
return he was appointed Vice-Provincial of the USA Province. Fr. Tony was 
transferred to provincial headquarters in Aurora, IL on May 1, 2005 and 
appointed Provincial Treasurer. In January 2007 he was appointed parochial vicar 
of St. John the Baptist parish in Ottsville, PA. He retired from St. John the Baptist 
parish in October 2021 and resided at Sacred Heart Villa in Center Valley, PA. 
Fr. Tony is survived by his brother Frank & Rosemarie Ripp, Matthew Ripp, Mrs. 
Dora (Joseph+) Ripp, two nieces, Susanne and Michelle, one nephew, Frank Jr. 
and nine nieces and nephews. 
 
Relatives and friends are invited to attend Fr. Tony’s viewing on Thursday, January 
29th, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at St. John the Baptist Church, 4050 Durham Road, 
Ottsville, PA and on Friday, January 30th, at 10:00 AM followed by his Mass of 
Christian Burial at 11:00 AM. Interment will follow immediately at St. John the 
Baptist Cemetery, Haycock. 

In lieu of flowers, donations and masses can be made to the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart, 3300 Station Ave., Center Valley, PA 18034.  Arrangements by 
Donahue Funeral Home, 215-348-9421.  


