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Robert J. Balbirer, Jr passed away peacefully on May 14th, the Feast 
of the Ascension, after a valiant battle against liver disease. He was 
born on June 7, 1946, the second of five children to Robert J. Balbirer, 
Sr and Mary T. (Miketta) Balbirer. He is a lifelong and active member 
of St. John the Baptist Church. He graduated from Notre Dame HS, 
Easton PA. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology from 
King’ College, Wilkes-Barre, PA.  He also completed advanced work 
in Chemistry at East Stroudsburg, PA. 

After Graduation the US Army called him into military duty where he 
served as a Medic, stationed in Germany during the Viet Nam War. 
His avocation after honorable discharge was to advocate for Veterans 
and building personal friendships with disabled Veterans at VA 
centers and other marginalized people. Upon discharge he taught HS 



Biology for a few years. Eventually he was self-employed in financial 
services. He volunteered many years as a Tax Preparer for AARP. 

Being involved in Community Service was important to him.  He 
served several years on the Nockamixon Township Planning 
Commission.  Always encouraging youth, he worked many seasons 
as an Umpire for the area’s boys and girls Baseball Leagues. All his 
life he was an avid baseball fan. He enjoyed the annual Little League 
Championship Games in Williamsport PA. In his Senior years he was 
involved with the Senior Centers and interacted with the community 
Food Pantry and Upper Bucks County Fresh Connect program to help 
deliver food to people in need. 

Having worked a farm, his love for agriculture endured. Patrons as far 
away as New Jersey came for his home-grown, organic tomatoes 
from his thriving tomato patch. He enjoyed home canning 
applesauce, peaches and pears and making tomato and grape juices 
from the season’s harvest. With his botanical expertise he developed 
beautiful dual-colored hybrid African violets. He especially relished 
teaching and helping the next generation of farmers in their start up 
and continuing farming endeavors, both plant and animal. 

In his own reliable way, he contributed often to the health and well-
being of his family as a skilled caregiver when needed. His life-long 
saying was, “I tried”.  He is well deserving of all the honor that is given 
a soldier-veteran who continued to serve. He will be missed. 

Funeral services will be held on Thursday, May 21st at St. John the 
Baptist Church, 4050 Durham Rd, Ottsville PA. Viewing starts at 
10:30. Mass of Christian Burial is 11:30. Immediately after all are 



invited to caravan to the Veterans National Cemetery, Newtown, PA, 
for Military Honors and Internment at 2:00.  

His family survivors include a brother Frank Balbirer, and sisters Mary 
Ann Harrison and Dorothy Aste. He was pre-deceased by his brother 
David Balbirer. He also leaves behind beloved nieces and nephews, 
cousins and friends. 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Eastern Upper Bucks 
Senior Center, PO Box 545, 8040 Easton Rd, Ottsville PA. Or to our 
local DAV chapter, a veteran volunteer organization that helps 
transport sick and disabled veterans to the VA hospital DAV PA 
Chapter 115, 401 Gibson Ave., Warminster, PA 18974.   

Arrangements by Donahue Funeral Home, 215-348-9421. 

 

 


