September 17th, 2023 — 24t Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Roman Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist Parish

Administered by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
4050 Durham Road, Ottsville, PA 18942
Phone 610-847-5521 * Fax 610-847-5522 * www.stjohnsottsville.org

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING MASS WITH US TODAY. WE ARE GLAD YOU CAME!
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Selvaraj Lucas, M.S.C.

Director of Religious Education: Mary Ann Corcoran
Finance Manager: Carolyn Marchese

Parish Secretary: Rebecca Tirpok

Bulletin/Website: Carolyn Marchese

Facilities Manager: Thomas Rimmer

MAss TIMES

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am

Mon- Fri: 9:00am (Thursday at old St. John’s Church)
Holy Days: 9:00am & 7:00pm

CONFESSION: Saturdays 4:15pm - 4:45pm or by appt.

Register in the Parish: Please contact the Parish Office
to register when you move into our parish.

Certificates of Eligibility: May be issued only to
registered parishioners who currently reside within our
parish boundaries, who have been registered
parishioners at least six months, are 16 yrs. and older,
who have received all of their Sacraments of Initiation,
and are actively practicing their faith in our parish.

BAPTISMS: The Sacrament of Baptism may be scheduled
to take place on a Saturday at 10am or 1llam; or on a
Sunday following at 11:45am. Parents and at least
one Godparent are to attend our Enrichment class
prior to the Baptism. You will need to call the
Parish Office to register for this class. Godparents
must be committed, practicing Catholics, over the
age of 16, and if from another parish, must
provide a Certificate of Eligibility from their pastor. A
Christian of another denomination may serve as a Christian
Witness alongside a Catholic Godparent.
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MARRIAGE: The Sacrament of Matrimony Mass may be

celebrated no later than 1pm on Saturdays.

_ Couples planning marriage are to contact the

L Parish Office & schedule a meeting with our Pastor

no later than 6 months in advance of the planned

wedding date. Couples are to attend a Pre-Cana
program approved by our Diocese.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the Parish Office at
any time to request a visit from our Pastor for
Anointing of the Sick. Communion will be brought to
the sick and homebound by our Pastor or one of our
Communion Ministers upon request. We celebrate a

Communal Anointing of the Sick in June, near the Feast of

St. John the Baptist.

Mass Intentions
Week of September 18 — September 24, 2023

Monday: + Bill Saxton (Joanne & Jerry Peters)
Tuesday: + Alice Moninghoff Godown (Brother Tom)
Wednesday: + Michael Farrell (Maryanne Comly)
Thursday: + Myles Muth (Dianne Brenner)

Friday: + Mr. Legaspi (Mike & Mary Kosmin)

Weekend Masses
Saturday 5pm: + Ceil Cook (Meg Falance)
Sunday 8am: + Evelyn & William Wismer (Ed Wismer)
Sunday 10:30am: Parishioners’ Intentions

PARISH OFFICE HOURS MON—FRI 9AM—5PM
To plan a Baptism, Wedding, Funeral, private Confession, please
contact our Pastor, Fr. Selvaraj Lucas through the Parish Office.

WEEKLY MASS COLLECTIONS
September 10th Envelopes $4,581 * E-Giving $1,848
Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY MINISTRY MEETINGS

Wed. Sep 20: Intercessory Prayer — Chapel - 6:30pm
Thu. Sep 21: SJB Book Club - St. Augustine Rm - 7:00pm
Sat. Sep 23: Men of Faith — Marian Room — 9:00am

A Prayer for the People of the Ukraine

We fly to Your patronage, O Virgin Mother of God. Despise
not our prayers in our needs, but deliver us from all
W& dangers, since you alone are pure and blessed.
O most glorious ever-Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ
our God, accept our prayers and present them to Your
Son and our God, that for the sake of you, He enlighten
and save our souls.

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY

This Sunday, September 17t throughout the United
States, Catholic Parishes celebrate CATECHETICAL
SUNDAY, a day to recognize, bless, and commission all
those in the Church who formally Share the Good News and
teach the Message of Jesus. At St. John the Baptist, at the
10:30 A.M. Mass, Father Lucas will recognize, bless, and
commission the catechists of our Parish Religious Education
Program as well as other parishioners who impart the Gospel
Message of Jesus in other teaching ministries of the parish
community.

Please pray for our volunteer catechists and our Catholic
school teachers, that they grow in love of Christ themselves
and that they are strengthened to teach the Message of Truth
of Jesus with love, authority, and clarity.
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FROM YOUR PASTOR

The readings for this Twenty-Fourth
Sunday concern forgiving those who wound us and
being reconciled with them. All three readings
today remind us of the path to forgiveness, mercy,
and reconciliation and challenge us to walk this,
the only Way to Life.

Sirach, in the first reading, reminds his
listeners that if they don’t heal and forgive and
show mercy, they can’t expect to receive mercy
from God in return. It is unwise to nurse grudges
and wise to forgive because our life span is very
short and our eternal destiny is decided by how we
forgive, how we work for reconciliation with those
who wound us, and how we render humble and
loving service to them.

In today’s Psalm, (Ps 103), the Psalmist
sings, “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and of great kindness.” In the second
reading, Paul reminds us that we have to forgive
others because we belong to Christ who, by his
own example in forgiving those who killed Him,
taught us how we must forgive in our turn. Since
we humans are related to each other as brothers and
sisters of Jesus, we are in the family of God, so
hatred and bitterness toward anyone should have
no place in our hearts.

In today’s Gospel, through the parable of
the two debtors, Jesus teaches us that there should
be no limit to our forgiveness and no conditions
attached to our reconciliation. We represent the
greater debtor in the parable because we commit
sins every day and, so, we need God’s forgiveness
every day. But we must forgive in order to be
forgiven. Jesus explains, after teaching us the
prayer Our Father, “For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your Heavenly Father also will forgive
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you.

Sincerely in Our Lord

Pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish
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Please consider a leaving a
legacy to St. John the Baptist
Parish. A gift to SJB in your
will enables you to support
the Church and makes a
difference in the lives of
future generations.

Thant you. God bless.
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PRAYERS TO ST. PEREGRINE
Every Tuesday morning, following the 9am
Mass we will be praying for those who are
suffering from cancer and other diseases. We
will be doing the Prayers to St. Peregrine.
Please join us in praying for all who are suffering

Holy Communion for the Sick & Homebound

Are you or your family member unable
to attend Mass and receive Holy
Communion? If you would like to

P receive Holy Communion, please call
Y ) the Parish Office at 610-847-5521.

We will make arrangements to bring the Lord to you.

e ———

...a journey in faith
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

RCIA, the process in which adults become full
participating members of the Catholic Church by
receiving the sacraments of Baptism, Communion and
Confirmation, will be starting back up in September.
Please contact Tom & Jeanne Keller
at sjbrcia@stjohnsottsville.org
or call the Parish Office for more information.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Our Father Stommel Council # 4545 meets the 1st
and 34 Mondays at 7:30pm.

For information or to join, contact:

Grand Knight Frank Balbirer or email KofC4545@aol.com.

Eternal rest grant unto

Please pray for
the repose of
the soul of

them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine
upon them. May the

souls of the faithful

departed, through the S I. Josa nne

Huber, MSC

mercy of God, rest in

peace. Amen.

Baptist Catholic Church
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PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION for children who attend

public school, private non-Catholic school, or at-home

secular learning experiences, is provided at St. John the

Baptist on Monday evenings, from September through

May.

Religious Education Classes for 2023-24
begin on Monday, September 18",

Any family not yet registered, should contact the Director

of Religious Education at prep @stjohnsottsville.org or call
610-847-5521.

SJB Parish Picnic
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
NOON — 3 PM

,f\\ R

<(gym) or Shine P (field behind the church)

Bring chairs or a blanket and join us for food, fun,
games, prizes and music.
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Rain

Please sign up in the Narthex if you think you can make
it, so we have a food count.

Hamburgers and hotdogs provided by this year's
sponsors, Chris and Eileen Leahy.

We will have kid’s games and prizes. Form a team of 2
from your parish ministry, family or friends and sign up
at the picnic to challenge other teams in the cornhole
tournament or come to play for fun in separate lanes.

If your last name begins with:

A-E bring a side dish

F-J bring chips, pretzels, etc.

K-0 bring pickles, olives, relish, onions, lettuce, tomato
P-S bring dessert

T-Z bring non-alcoholic drinks and ice

Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Conquest for Boys & Challenge for Girls

are Catholic youth programs for K-4 & 5-8th

grades that inspire children to grow in faith by
building a friendship with Christ and living lives of

virtue to make a positive impact on

their families, friends and the world! We meet

monthly on the 2nd and 4th Sundays right after
10:30 Mass!

Questions: ConquestForChrist@gmail.com

Regina Academy at St. John the Baptist

The only Catholic, Classical School in Bucks County!

+ Authentic Catholic education that develops stromg morals and character
« Small class sizes withaut screens

» Tight knit, like minded community

& MAmeveasnost Den K Cineeiesd 1 @vi e
& IGTTDSSIHE PTE-my, LadS5ar e-nin Lalas
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Regina Academy at St. John the Baptist is Hiring!
The only Catholic classical school in Bucks County is seeking
ardent Catholics who can teach across the curriculum and integrate
the Faith as part of the formation of the memory, intellect, will and
heart of the students. Teacher certification is not required.

We have openings for:

Office Manager Full-Time
5th Grade Classroom Teacher (Full-Time)
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) Catechist (Part-Time)

Please direct resumés and questions to Tami Koerber, Head of
School, tkoerber@rasijb.org - 610-847-5523.

Annual Regina Academy Donum A Deo Gala

$10,000.0047

win $10,000.00 at our Annual Regina Academy
Donum A Deo Gala
saturday - NMovember 8™, 2023
550.00 per ticket

*need not be present to win
Visit:
RASJB23.GIVESMART.com
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We at St. John the Baptist have
planned the following:

1. SJB Book Club: currently reading

“This Is My Body” by Bishop Barron -
’ all are welcome to join us now on the

3" Thursday of each month.

2. Advent Bible Study: “The Eucharist” by Fr. Mitch Pacwa

3. Lenten Bible Study : “Jesus and the Jewish Roots” by

Brant Pitre

4. April 13 - April 14, 2024: an overnight retreat at the

Czestochowa Shrine- “Live the Mass”

g
- N

Join the
Cleaning Team!

Wk. of September 17"

TEAM 4

This is a once per month commitment.

2023 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

In response to the USCCB's call, the Archdiocese has planned
the Eucharistic Congress on Saturday, Sept 30th.
“THE GIFT OF FINEST WHEAT:

THIS IS MY BoDY GIVEN UP FOR YOU”
Although the in-person event is sold out, you can participate
virtually in the Archdiocesan Eucharistic Congress by registering to
access the livestream. Virtual participation is $20 per household.

Note: Only the events/talks for the Adult English Track will be live-streamed.
Register for VIRTUAL participation at
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=U7s42v

St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Riegelsville is sponsoring a
CROP Hunger Walk on October 29%. This fundraiser will help
fight hunger locally and around the world. The Lord's Pantry will
receive 25% of the funds raised and will participate in a variety
of ways. Please come out and support the CROP Hunger Walk.

PALISADES AREA s
Location
CROP HUNGER WALK _ | (e | ()
I]urh:ml.lh.j:-:il:.rll 135 25
Traisger's Farm _— [ i3

(ladsadd 0.}

25% of denations go o suppert
The Lovd's Pantry in Otsville
5% goes o feed the hungry srnand the workd

Sean 10 Fegister o donabe:

o e
o

Call 610-346-8500 or ermail

soepeatkpourilinatoridurhambuthernang for
ragicratian material

OCTOBER 29™, 2023

Reglstration Opens @ 1:00 pm

Starts and endsat
At Peter's Lutheran Church
720 Edgewned Ril, Rlegelsville, PA 18077

PARISH SURVEY

The Pastoral Council is making progress on reviewing results
from the Parish Survey and prioritizing areas to be addressed in
2023 and 2024. If you have not already provided your name to
be part of a Focus Group and are interested in providing
feedback to Pastoral Council on their interpretation of the data,
please sign up in the Narthex by Sept 29t. If you have already
provided your name when completing the survey, look for an
email from Pastoral Council. If you have not received an email,
please contact the Parish Office.

@

MARCH
JforLIFE

PENNSYLVANIA MARCH FOR
LIFE
OCTOBER 16, 2023
Harrisburg, PA

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and Our Lady of Guadalupe panshes are
organizing a bus to Harmshurg. PA to support the sanctity of luman life
in PA. Please join us!

Departure From: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Doylestown, PA
Time: 8:00AM

Departure from PA State Capital Building: Between 1:30pm to
3:00pm depending on modification to the final schedule.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

10:00 AN — Prayer and Praise Pre-Rally
11:00 AM — Pennsylvania March for Life Rally
12:00 PM - Pennsylvania March for Life

We hope to meet with some of our legislators during the visit. The cost is $20 per
person. Teenagers and younger are free. If you would hike to jomn us, please email
Kathleen Wilson at Tway 3ol com to remster. Please mdicate in the subject
Ime "March for Life bus - PA RSVPO If there are any questions, please call
Kathleen at 215-262-3998

For updates, information, updates and FAQ visit: PAMarchforLife.org

SAVE THE DATE
The Knights of Columbus Council 4545

PENNY PARTY

Join us for a night of fun
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2

Doors Open 5900 P
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Cost of sdmisston tioket S50 includes » coffee & desecrt

Cosme tostT your luckh. v only cout a penny per chanes!

Dear Prises and S0/ 50 and Extravaganzs aise awallaiie
Food, el I (mon-a ) Sor sale
*You may bring your own aduir beverage

NO ONE UNDER i86 TEARS OF AGE ADMITTED
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September 23™ & 24", 2023 25t Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion Lector Altar Server Music Ministry
Minister
SATURDAY Weez Roney Kim Zampirri Rita Elsner Kate Irvine
5PM Marion Wolf Martin Elsner Karen Parash
Brady Mattle

SUNDAY Tom Keller Jeanne Keller Alaina Butler -

SAM Jim McHugh Need 2 Volunteers
CATECHETICAL Frank Balbirer Patti Keyser Jean Furmaniak Echoes of Christ
SUNDAY Wendy DeGroot Need 2 Volunteers
10:30AM

) PLEASE PRAY FOR.. ™

OUR SICK:
Baby Conner & his Parents, Roger Bahnck Sr., John Becker, Loretta Bodisch, Katie Carty, Steve & Patty

Combs, Barbara Docs, Marvin Eichlin, Melanie Fioretta, Betty Fleck, Tom Fleck, Ron Freeland, Gabriella
Froehlich, Marie & Rosalyn Giardullo, Peg Glancey, Kathy & Mark Hancharik, Maryann Hauber, Stephen
Holznagel, Sylvia Holznagel, Sheila Haney Kaisen, John Klinges, Pat Kreschollek, Chris Leahy, Mark
Leidtke, Nate Leidtke, Ray Malachowski, Loretta Malloy, Roseann McCarty, Bridget McHugh, Michael
Moreni, Kay Mule, Nancy Moreno, Helene Nastro, Jeff Olimpo, Erin Rogers Pickering, Janet Reidler,
Beatrice Bohm Rogers, Barbara Sabath, Adriana Salvucci, Thomas Shepherd, Bella Sosa, Simon Tirpok,
Fr. Joseph Tobias, MSC, Bambina Ventresca, Helen Wall, Ed Wismer
If someone no longer needs prayers, please advise the Parish Office so that we may keep the list up-to-date.

OUR TROOPS:

Jamie Steven Ayuso, Fionna M. Boyle, Derek Brosius, Christopher Brune, Kyle Crossland, David Fisher,
Anthony James Fleck, Michael Froeder, A.J. Giovino, Aaron Given, Michael Griffin, Matthew Gumprecht,

Bob Hankinson, Victor Hormilla, Aileen Lauer, Stephen Lindmeier, Jason Litschauer, Dan O’Connor,
McKenna Pason, Dusty Rhodes, Steven Salva, Kate Salva, Jack Salva, Ann Salva, Kendall Smith

=2 May God protect and watch over our troops. ==

A Prayer for OUR FIRST RESPONDERS:

Lord, please watch over all the men & women who work as first responders. We pray for their safety
and that they return to their families at the end of each shift. We give thanks for their selfless service,
compassion and care for everyone. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
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= SHELLY

Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned & Operated
WARRINGTON

215-343-3040
Frank L. Shelly, Supervisor

PLUMSTEADVILLE
215-766-8800
Steven M. Shelly, Supervisor

www.shellyfuneralhomes.com
Joseph M. McGhee, Funeral Home Director

WORSHIP

WITH US

American
/ RedCross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross
Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

basement waterproofing

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

215-639-8500

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

232 St. John the Baptist  Ottsville, PA (INSIDE)

Wouldn’t your business
look GREAT here?

To advertise call
800-333-3166
ext.161

or visit
WWW.jppc.net

Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
ext MALLORYSARM 528 e

DISCOUNT ON
BURIAL SPACE

Advance Planning helps save families from emotional
and financial burdens at the time of death!

CALL 215.302.9390

ST. JOHN NEUMANN

CEMETERY

*Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery.
See location manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5%
down payment required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing
required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.

PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

RlDESHARE
ZONE

J top

#WHATSMYNAME

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net



DAVE'S SERVICE

TREE CARE
LAWN SERVICE

Firewood  Mulching
Stump Grinding,
Chipping & Removal

215-778-6110

davesservicestreelawn@yahoo.com
PA017595
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C.R.

ALL

MONUMENTAL CRAFTS

84 Main St., Hellertown, PA

Robert W. Snyder

FUNERAL HOME
327 Easton Road
Riegelsville, PA 18077
610-749-2421
Ay L. Sryder, F-D.
Serving the Riegelsville

areq since 1951

Complete line of services for the

www.monumentalcrafts.net
“WE SHOW YOUR LOVE TODAY IS EVERLASTING”

monument industry
TYPES OF GRANITE ¢ BRONZE

Engraving, custom etchings,

cemetery lettering & granite cleaning.
SERVICING LEHIGH VALLEY SINCE 1979

LETTERING AND MONUMENT SERVICES OFFERED BY SOME FUNERAL HOMES
& CEMETERIES CAN COST YOU MORE THAN DEALING DIRECTLY WITH US.

18055 Bus: 610-838-8251

Fax: 610-838-6308

Robert Hueston
Scholarship Fund

Benefiting student
parishioners attending
The Regina Academy
atSJB

A non-profit endowment fund
www.roberthuestonfund.org
PO Box 363, Ottsville

Personalized funeral & cremation services « Pre-planning & pre-funding available

trun@

FUNERAL HOME 1Nc.

Michael B. Schmauder

Supervisor, Owner

821 West Broad Street
Quakertown, PA 18951

215-536-6550
www.crstrunk.com

WSU URE&N

MARBLE, GRANITE & TILE

Bucks County E%Utt()ﬁ ’ Kitchen
Nursery & Floris! B ER
RETAIL GARDEN CENTERINURSERY I ] Countertops
<\ FULL SERVICE FLORIST / 2
“ % GREENHOUSE/GIFT SHOPPE
afi LANDSCAPE - LARDSCAP g%sglgol\f UPHOLSTERY bathf(.)om
Route 412 & Gessner Road ani
g Kintnersville, PA 18930 Quality Craftsmanship v tles’
5‘9 across from Palisades High School Personal Touch tile and
WWW. bu&scount{nurseryandﬂonst com more!
Customerservice @ buckscountynurseryandflorist.com Michael Patton ¢ Perkasie, PA

1010 Pulinski Rd

Ivyland
Bucks County, PA 18974
oM EMom A s Open Monday Thru Saturday
No Pressure Guidance,

A Marble.
Fair Pricing, Quality Service wanw.SeburbarMarhic.com

#PA 007452
« Headstones « Contractor 00745,

ETHINK
EBUILD

QEJQICE

Fundng” ABER

F R E EDOWNLOAD!
'_E- .

community can overcome anything

Welecome
to Our Chureh!

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

Sponsors can offer
promotions, discounts,
and/or up-to-date contact
information to the
ENTIRE community

:m..gFABER

« Inscriptions «

support You( « Garden Benches

o « Civic Memorials »
Commumt}’ « Columbaria
...and your Church! * Mausoleums -

www.BeechwoodMemorials.com
For Information or
Appointments
call (215) 766 - 2946

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

ANYONE in the community,
. notonly Parishioners, can
access realtime offers
from their favorite sponsors
10'save, share & support

N
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