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STATEMENT OF ARCHBISHOP NELSON J. PEREZ FOLLOWING OPINION FROM THE
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES IN

DOBBS V. JACKSON WOMEN’S HEALTH ORGANIZATION

| am grateful to the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States for their willingness to hear Dobbs v.
Jackson Women'’s Health Organization, and for their opinion, which affirms the deep value inherent to every human life.

As Catholics, we believe that life is God’s most precious gift and that we share a responsibility to uphold its
beauty and sanctity from conception to natural death. In addition to being strong advocates for the unborn, this
responsibility extends to caring for the hungry, the poor, the sick, the immigrant, the elderly, the oppressed, and any of
our brothers and sisters who are marginalized. In short, to be truly pro-life means to recognize the presence of God in
everyone and to care for them accordingly.

The Church’s strong commitment to protecting and preserving human life is a holistic one. The Archdiocese of
Philadelphia is one of the largest private providers of social services in the region. Our ministries and programs provide a
continuum of care to those in need regardless of their faith tradition.

Our charitable programs provide formula, diapers, education, and comprehensive support services to pregnant
women, fathers, new parents, and single parents. We have distributed more than a million meals in the greater
Philadelphia region to those struggling with food insecurity. We shelter the homeless, support veterans, those in
recovery, and help students with special needs receive the Catholic education they deserve. We have helped desperate
families get back on their feet and bring joy to the lives of the aged and lonely.

| have often said that we are a people of hope. It is my personal hope that we can all live and work peacefully,
side-by-side, to create a true culture of life in our Nation.

May God bless you.
Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D.

Archbishop of Philadelphia



Editor’s Note: Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (CSS) offers
community-based and residential programs and services to support men, women and children
in need as an expression of the charitable works of our local Church throughout the Greater
Philadelphia area. To learn more about CSS programs that serve a wide variety of human
needs, please visit https://cssphiladelphia.org/

Project Rachel was founded in 1984 in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. The ministry is now
active in more than 110 dioceses across the United States. Project Rachel is composed of a
network of specially trained clergy, spiritual directors and therapists who provide
compassionate one-on-one care to men and women who are struggling with the aftermath of
abortion and seek emotional and psychological healing. In the Archdiocese of Philadelphia this
program is a collaborative effort between Catholic Social Services and the Office for Life and
Family. For more information, please visit www.HopeAfterAbortion.org.

Real Alternatives is a government-funded program of the Department of Human Services that
provides pregnancy and parenting support services to women facing unplanned, crisis
pregnancies which empowers them to choose childbirth over abortion. For more information,
please visit www.realalternatives.org
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